5 . | | 
n 7 > 52 ; 


DRAMATIS PERSON. 


h L 
COVENT- GARDEN. þ 
0 
ral 
ina 
M E N. | elf 
| yo 
Lovegold, the Miſer — = Mr. Ryder. : 5 
Frederick, his ſon — — Mr. Farren. 4 jeſt 
Clerimont — — — Mr. Macready. the 
Ramilie, ſervant to Frederick — Mr. Lewis. eye 
Mr. Decoy, a broker — — Mr. Thompſon. | 
Mr. Furniſh, an upholſterer — Mr. Ledger. - im: 
Mr. Sparkle, a jeweller — — Mr. Evatt. f , 
Mr. Satin, a mercer — — Mr. Lee. | at 
Mr. Liſt, a tailor — — Mr. C. Powell. ö M 
A Lawyer — — — Mr. Rock. | _ 
James — — _— Cab. 4 uy 
, | 
; you 
1 J 
Harrict, 3 daughter — Mrs. Mountain. - 
Mrs. Wiſely — — — Miſs Platt. } 
Marana — — — Mrs. Mattocks. w; 
Lappet, maid to Mariana — Mrs. Abington. ad 
Whcedle — — — Miſs Stuart. | - 
Servants, &c, 1 * 
| | 
Sczxz, LONDON. a 
ſta 
| yo! 


Go TIN AT 


— 


on. 


— 


3 totes r 


„5 0 


THE MISER. 
ACT I. SCENE I —Lovego!d's Houſe, 
Enter Lappet and R. milie. 

Lap. TEE hear no more. Perſidious feliow! Have I for thee 

ſliglited ſo many good mat: hes; have! for thee turn'd 
off Sir Oliver's ſteward and my lord Landy's butler, and feve- 
ral others thy betters, and all to be afronted in to public a 
manner? 

Ram. Do but hear me, madam. 

Lap. If thou wouldſt have neglected me, was there nobody 
elſe to darce a minuct with but &7:3. Suſan Crofs-fiitch, whom 
you know to he my utter averſion ? 

Ram. Curic on ail balls! henceforth I ſhall hate the ſound 
of a violin. 

Lap. J have more reaſon, I am ſure, after having been the 
jeſt of the whole company: what mutt they think of me when 
they ſee you, after having countenanced your addreſſes in the 
eye of the world, take out another lady before me? 

Ram. I'm fure the world muſt think worſe of me did they 
imagine, madam, I cou'd prefer any other to you. 

Lap. None of your wheedling, fir ; that won't do. If ever 
you hope to ſpeak to me more, let me ſee you affront the little 
minx in the next aſſembly you meet her. 

Ram. I'll do it; and luckily, you know, we are to have a 
ball at my lord Landy's the tirit night he lies out of town, 
where I'll give your revenge ample ſatis faction. 

Lap. On that condition I pardon ycu this time; but if ever 
you do the like again | 

Rum. May I be baniſhed for ever from thoſe dear eyes, and 
be turn'd out of the family while you live in it. 

. Enter Wheedie. 

l cel. Dear Mrs. Lappet 

Lap. My dear, this is extremely kind. 


Wheed, It is what all your acquain ance muſt do that expect 


to ſee you. It is in vain to hope for the favour of a viſit. 

Lap. Nav, dear creature, now you are barbarous. My young 
lady has flaid at home fo much, I have not had one nment to 
myſelf; the ſirſt time I had gone out I am fure, madam, would 
have been to wait on Mrs. Whecdle. 

Mac. My lady has ſtaid at home too pretty much lately. 


Oh, Mr. Ramilie, are you cunſin'd two? Your maſter does neg 


ſtay at home I am ſure he can find the way tv our houſe tho? 

you Can't. | 
Ram. That is the only happineſs, madam, I envy him: but 
faith I don't know how it is in this parliament time, one's whole 
days arc taken up in the Court of Requeſts, arid one's evenings 
at quadrille, the deuce take 3 if I have ſcen one opera fince 1 
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eame to town. Oh! now I mention operas, if you have a mind 


to ſee Cato, I believe I can ſteal my maſter's filver ticket, for I 


know he is engag'd to-morrow with ſoine gentlemen who never. 


leave their bottle for muſic. 
Lap. Ah, the favages ! 
Wheed. No ane can fay that of you, Mr. Ramilic ; you prefer 
muſic to every thing EP . 
Ram. — But the ladies. [ Bell rings. ] So, there's my ſummons. 


IWheed. Oh, dog't name it: I have work'd my eyes out ſince 
J faw you; for mMady has taken a whim of flouriſhing all her 


old cambrick pinners and handkerchiefs: in ſhort, my dear, no 


: _ourneywoman-ſempiireſs is half ſo much a ſlave as I am. 
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Lap Why do you ſtay with her? | 
Meed. La, child, where can one better one's ſelf? All the 
ladies of our acquaintance are juſt the ſame. Beſides, there are 
ſome little things that make amends: my lady has a whole 
traiy,of adinirers. | | 

That, Madam, is the only circumſtance where ſhe has 
the honour of reſembling you. [Bell rings louder. ] You hear, 
Madam, I am obliged to leave you—[ Bet rings.) So, fo, fo: 
would the bell were in your guts! , [ Exit Ramilie. 

Lap. Oh, Wheedle ! I am quite fick of this f. 


is under lock and key; I can ſcarce aſk, you to eat or drink, 
Wheed. Thank you, my dear, but I have drank half-a-dozen 
diſhes of chocolate already this morning. 


Whecd. Pray let us hear em. TI have fome ſecrcts of our fa- 
mily too which vou ſhall know by and by. What a pleaſure 


there is in having a friend to tell theſe things to 


Lap. You know, my dear, laſt ſummer my voung lady had 


the misfortune to be over ſet in a boat between Richmond and. 
Twickenham, and that a certain young gentleman, plunging 
immediately into the wu, "fav'd her life at rhe hazard uf his 


own—Oh ! I ſhali never forget the #gure ſhe made at her re- 
turn heme. ſo wet, fo * Ha, Pa, ha! 
Miceil. Yes, my dear, I know how all your fine ladies look 


when they are never fo little d:fordered—they have no nced to 


de ſa · van of themſelves. 


Lap. You are no firanger to mv maſter's way of rewarding 


people: when the pc or gentleman brought Mifs home, wy maſ- 
ter meets em at the dcor, and, - aſking any queſtion, 
e 


very civilly thurs it againſt him Well, for a whole fortnight 
gwards I was continually entertained with the young ſpark's 
very, and gal antry, and generoſity, and beauty. 


cooled by the water. Theſc miſtreſſes of ours, for all their 


* de, are madé of juſt the ſame fleſh and blood as we are. 


Lap. Well, but ſhall we never have a party of quadrille more? 


Ws family ; the old' 
gentleman grows more covetous every day he lives. Every thing 


Lap. Well, but, my dear, I have a whole budget of news to, 
"tell. you. I have made ſome notable diſcoveries. | 


Wited. I can cafily gueſs: I ſuppoſed ſhe was rather warmed. 
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L. About 2 month ago my young lady gres to the play in 
en undre(s, an takes me with her. We fat in Burton's hox, 
where. as the dec would have it, whem ſhould we meet with 
but this very geutleman— Her bluſhes ſoon d:{covered to me 
who he was : in {hort, the gentleman entertained her the whole 


* 


play, aud l much miltake if ever the was ſo agreeably entertain- 


ed in her life. Well, as we were going out, a rude fellow thruſts 
his hand into my lady s boſom, upon which her champion fell 
upon ben, and did fo mau him - Me lady fainted away ia my 
a m/; but as ſoon as ſhe came to herfelf—had you ſeen how the 
looked on him! An, tir! favs ſhe, in amighty pretty tone. ſure 
you were born for my d-liverance ! He handed her into a hack- 
ncy-coach, and {at us dowa at home. From this moment let- 
teis began to fly on b th ſides. | 

ed. And you took care to ſce the poſt paid, I hope. 

L ip. Never fear that—An4 now, what do you think we have 


contrived amongſt us? We have got this very gentleman into 


the houle in the quality of my maſftcr's clerk, 

Meri. Sch! here s fine billing and coving I Warrant; Vis 
is in a tine condition. 

L p. Her conduion is pretty much as it was yet; how long 
it Wil continue fo | knee not. I am making vp my matters as 
fit as [| can, for this h ute holds not me af cr the difc very. 

IWheed. I think you have no great reaton to lament the lots of 
a pla e where tie miſter keeps his own Keys. 

La. The devil rake thc rr javentor of locks ſay I. But 
come, my dear, there is one key wii ch I Leen, and that I be- 
lieve will furniſh us wirh fee. etireats ; fo il you will walk with 
me I' tet] sou a fe eret which concerns your family. It is in 
Your power, pertiip> tobe fi:rviceablc to me. I hope, my dear, 
you wilk:ep theſe teeruts ta e, for one world not have it knou n 
tat Oe publithes all the allai.s ofa fim ly white wie fravs in 
it. D ſ (x ut. 

SCENE II.—A urn. —Encr Cle imont ant Harriet. 

Cher. Why ate vou melancholy. my cr Harrut: do you re- 
pent thut prom:le of yours hh has mace ine th- tappicft of 
mankin.l?* 

H-r, You little kn2w mv heart, if you em: think it capable 
of repen: ing any thing I have dong to ars vour happ:.ref' : 
if | am mclancinn'y, it is that I have it not in my poser to 
make you as happy as I would. | 

tr. Generms creature! a d doſt thou not for me hazar.! 
the cternl anger of your father, the reproacics of your famity, 
the cenſures of the world, who always blame the conduct of the 
perſon who ſacri cus intereſt to any confideration ? | 

Hur. As for the ecnfurcs of the world, 1 defpile them whi'e 
I do not deſerve them, fully :s fon a der to cenfure wiſdom, 
than viſdom folly. I were weak indeed nat to embi ace real 
happin”fs becauſc the wo ld dees not cal ut fo, n 

Cr, But ſce, my dear eit, * brot ler 3s con inte the gurdes. 
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Hav. Is it not aufe, think you, to let him into our fecrct 5 

Ci. You know, by outwardly humouring your father in 
railing againſt the extra agance of; oung men. I have biovgb: 
him to look on me as his enemy; it will be firſt proper to {et 
him right in that point. Tel des in managing the old gent'e- 
man I thall ſtill be obliged to a behaviour which the impatience 
of his temper may not bear, therefore 1 think it not adviſeable 
to ti uſt him, at laſt ret—he will obſerve vs. Adieu, my heast's 
only joy. | f Ext. 

Har. Honcſt creature! what happincfs may I propoſe in a 
ife with ſuch a huſband ! what is there in grandeur to recem- 
lpence the loſs of him? Patent: choote as often i for us as ve 
do for ourlelves: they à e too apt t) forget low ieldum true 
happineſs l. ves in a palace, or rides in a c ach and fix. 

' - Enter Frederic. 

Fred. Dear Harii.t. good morrow am gl.d to find you 
alone, fur I have an afiau to .mpart to you that I am ready to 
Lurſt with | 

Hr. You know, drother, I am a truſty conficlane, 

Freu. As ever worc petti out,; but ths is au affeir of ſuch 
eonſequence— _ = 

Hur. Or it were not worth your telling me. 

Fd. Or yaur tel ing naaiu: in ot, vou never coul] diſ- 
cover it; I could adord yu ten years t gue's it in. I am 
you will laugh jimmoderat-'y hen vou know it; I ait is 
impoflib e to re! pul; in a Word-! am in love! 

Har. In love 

tre. Violently, to diff racton; fo much in Ive that with 
out more hopes than | at pieſent teu any pofſibil ty of obtain- 
ing, I cannot lire th ec Cavs 

Har. And ha, this viii a: d temper, pray, come upon you 
of a ſudden ? 

Fre. No. I have brcd i: à long time; it hit been growing 
theſe ſeveral weeks, TI fifed it as long | cou d, but it ts now 
come to a crifis, and I mu.i © her have the womag, or vou will 
have no brother, 

Har. But who is this woman? for zou have conceal d it fo 
well that I can't even gate. | 

Fred. In the nit place, the is a moſt intolerab'e coquette. 

Har. That is a def ription I thal! never find her out by, there 
are fo manv of her ſiſters; you might as well tell inc the colour 
of her complex:on. 

Fed. Secondly the is a'moſt etcrnaily at cards. 

ily You muſt come to particulars; I ſhall never diſcover 
"nur m ſtreſs till you tell me more than that ſhe is a woman, 
and lives in this town. 

Fit. l. Her fortune is very ſmall. 

Ir. I find vou are enumerating her charms. 

/'r:4. Oh. I have only flewn you the reverſe; but were you 
to wehold the medal on the right fide you would fee beauty, 


wit, gentee!ncſs, polucneſs—1n a word, you would fee Mariana. 
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Har. Mariana! Ha, ha, ha! you have ſtarted a wild-gooſe 
chace indecd. But if you could ever prevail on her, you may 
depend on it, it is an arrant impoiſibility to prevail on my fa- 
ther; and you may eaſily imagine what ſucceſs a diſinherited 
ſon may be likely to expect from a woman of her temper. 

Led. I know tis difficult, but nothing's 1mpoſſi'vle to love, 
at leaſt nothing's imp flible to woman; and therefore if you 
and the ingenious M.s. Lapper will hut lay your heads together 
in my favour, I thall be far from deſpairing ; and in return, 
fiit-r, for this kindnef,— 

Har. And! in return, brother, for this k indneſs, you may per- 
haps have it in your power to do me a favour of pretty muck 
the ſame nature. 

Lowe. (wi:inut.) Rogue! villain ! 

Hu. So what s the matter now? what can have thrown my 
fatlier into thi piſſion ? 

Fred. The lots of an old ſlipper T ſupp>ſe, or ſomething of 
equal contequence. Let us ſtep aſide into the next walk, aud 
talk more of our affairs 

E-uter Lovegold and Ramilie. 

Love. Anfer>r me not, tirrah, but get our of my houſe. 

Rem Sir, | ain your ſon's ſervant. and not yours, fir; and J 
won'c go out of the houſe, fir, . unleſs I am turu'd out 'by my 
proper maſter, 1ir. 

Lov. Surah, Ul turn your maſter out after you, like an ex- 
tiavagant laſcal as he is; lie has no necd of a ſervant while he 
is in mv houſe; and here he drelles our a feilov at more ex- 
pence than a prudent man might clothe a large familv at, It's 
plain envugh what uſe he keeps you tor; but I will have no 
ty upon my att:1s, no ratcal continual'y pry:ng into all my 

activ, devourtag all 1 have, and hunting 7 abuut in every Core 
ner to ſee what he may ſtcal. 

Kun. Steal! a lile'y thing indeed to ſtcal from a maa who 
locks up every thing he has, and ftands ſentry upon it diy and 
Light, 

Lv. I'm all over in a fivcat !eft this fellow ſhould ſuſpect 
ſomething cf my mone r. (,.) Hark'e, ratcal, come hither : 
I would agvif: you not to run about the tow n, and tell every 
ene you meet that ü have money hid. 

Rm. Why. have vou anv money hid, fir? a 

Love No, ſu rah, I don't fay I have; but von may raiſe ſuch 

a report, neverthelefs. 

Rum. Tis cqual to me whether you have money hid or no. 
ſince cannot hud it. 

LV. Dye mutter, firrah? get out of my houſe, I  fay, get 
out this in tant. 

Ram. Well, fir, I am going. 

Lu-. Come lack; let me deſire you to carry n thing away 
with you. 

Ram, What ſhould I carry? 
B 2 
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Love. That's what I would fee. Theſe boc tſleeves were cer- 
tainly intended to be the receivers of ſtolen goods, and I with 
the tailor had been hanged who invented them. Turn your 
pocket» inſide out if you pleaſe; but you are te practiled a 


rogue to put any thing there. Thele damn d bags have had 
many a good thing in them, [ warrant you. 

Ram. Give me my bag, fir; I am in the moſt danger of being 
robbed. 


Love. Come, come, be 1 and return what thou halt 
taken from me. 

Ram. Ay, fir, that I couid do with all my heart; for L have 
taken nothing from you but ſame boxes on the ear. 

Love. And haſt thou really ſtolen nothing ? 

Ram. No. really, fir. 

Love. I hen get out of my houſe while ris all well, and go 
w the devil. 


Ram, Ay, any where from ſuch an old coyetous curmud- 


geon. | LE ii. 
Love. So there's one plague gone. Now I will go per a v.fit 
20 the dear caſket. 
Enter Frederik a:d Parrict. 
In ſhort I muſt find ſome fafer place to depoſit thoſe three thou- 
fand guineas in. vhich I received vt ſterday; three thoutand 
guir eas are a lum— Ob, Heavens“ I have betray'd mv feff my 
flion has tranſported me to talk aloud, and 1 have buen over- 
eard. How nuw! what's the mater? 
Fred. The matter, fir : 


my w orgs — theſe; 1 fete: YOu * OV A 
Freu: What, fir? 
Le . That 
Frl. Sir! 
Liu. What T vas juſt now aying. 
Hur. Pa wrdon me, ke we rally did not. 
Le. Well, I fee uu, did ov erhear fi Net: 17, an! fo T will 
tell you the * hole. J was ſaying ometelt 1 thy. grew fe ory 
of money, what a happineſs it would be to ave tice thobfand 
guingas by one: I ll you ths that 5 u might nat m funders 
10 nd me, and | imagine fiat I ſail I hid tee thouf ind guiucas. 
Had. We enter nor into your affairs, fir. _ 
1 ow. Ah. would J had thofe turce t:onſand guincas ! 
Free. In my opinion 
Le. It would make my affairs extremely eaſy. 


4%. Then it is very eaſi. in your power to raite * em, fir; 3 


that the whole world knows. 

Le, I raif: em! ] raife three thouſand guineas exiily! My 
children ave my greateſt enemy's. and will, bo their way of talk 
Mn 7s and by the extravagant expence, they run into be the oc - 

122 that one of theie dars frucbody will cut ny throat, ima- 
8 me 10 be m. de up of nothing but EV! eas. 

Feu. Whu exp re. ſir, to I run into 2 
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Fred, Did you fo, raſcal * No wonder he inſiſts on ſuch con- 
&.tions, it you laid open my neceſſities to him. : 

Ren. Alas, fir, I only told it to the broker, who is your 
friend, and has your intereſt very much at heart. 

Frei. Well, is this all, or are there any more reaſonable 
articl=s ? oe | | 

R. mm, Of the five hundred pounds required, the lender can 
pay down in : af no more than four hundred, and for the reſt 
the borrower muſt take in goods, of which here follows the 
catal *Zue, 0 

Fel. What in the devil's name, is the meaning of all this ? 

Rim Trim, One large filver watch, wita Tompion's 
name to it; our {nufi-hox, with a picture in it, bought at Mr. 
Deard's, a proper preſent for a miſtreſs; five pictures without 
frames, if not orig nale, all copies by good hands; and one fine 
frame Wit ua picture. 

Fre. ons! what ute have I for all this? 

Rum. Several valuab e books, among ſt which are ail the jour- 
nals priated for the ie five years lat paſt, handſomely bound and 
lettcred—the whole works n Divinity of — 

Fred. Read no more confound the curſt extortioner, I ſhall 
pay one hunde xt. | 

Rim Ah, fir, 1 with your kenoyr u' d confide; of it in time? 

Fred. I muſt have moneys. To what frciggts ave we redu- 
ced by the curſt avar.ce ef fathers : well may we with them 
dead. when their death i- the only introdu-3ioa to cur living: 

Ram. Such a father as yours, fir, is enough to make one do 
ſomething more tian with him dead. I have always had an 
utter averhon to the ſme | of hemp; but this rogue of a father 
of vours, fic= ir, I a% our pardoo—has fo proyoked me, that 
I have oſten wiched to rob him, aid rob him 1 thall in the end, 
tia''s certai i. | 

F, cd. Give me that paper, t!rat I may conſider a little theſe 
mod rate articles. 5 

Enter N ve g an Dechy. 

D-cop. In ſhore. fir, he is x very extravagant young fel o, 
an] % preſfe by his neccliities that you may bring him to u hat 
terms you p cal, 

Lid. But do you think, Mr. Decoy, there is no danger? do 
you know the nume, the family, the eſtate, of the borrower * 

Decay. No, I cannot give vou any perfect information ve”, 
for it was by the greateſt »ccid:nt in the world that he was le- 
commented to me; bur vou w earn all theſe particu'ars from 
ls own lips, and his man aue me you would make no duft 
culry the mome..t you knew thc name of his father: all that L 
can teil youu is, that his ſervant ſays the old gentleman i, ex - 
tren elyer ch; be catled him a covetous old ratcal 

Lov. Ay, chat is the name which theſe ſpendthrifts, and the 
rogues ther ſervants, give to ali honet prudent men who knen. 
weill and the value of their money. 
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Dceoy. This young gentleman is an only fon, and is fo littie 
afraid of any future competitors, that he offers to be bound, if 
you inſiſt on it, that his father ſhall die within theſe eight 
months. | | 

Love. Ay! there's ſomething in that; I believe then I ſhall 
let him have the moncy. Charity, Mr Decay, charity, obliges 
us to ſerve our neighbours, I fay, when we are no loſers by 10 
doing. | 
Decoy. Very true indeed. 

Xn. Heyday ! what can be the meaning of this ? our bro- 
ker ra king with the old gentieman ? 

Deco. So, gentlemen, I fee you are in gieat haſte : but who 
told you, pray, that this wes the lender“ I aſſure you, fir, I 
ne ther Liicorercd vour name nor your houſe ; but, however, 


there is no great harm donc; they are people of diſcretion, ſo 


yo': may freely tranfatt the affair now. 

Lore. How! 

Decor. This, fir, is the gentleman that wants to borrow the 
ive hundred pounds | mentioned to you. 

Leue. How, raſcal, is it you that abandon yourſelf to theſe 
iatolerable extravagances ? 

Fred, I mutt even ſtand buff, and outface him. AH. — 
And is it you, father, that dilgrace vuurſeif by theſe ſcandalous 
extortions ? Ran lie ad Decoy ſr-at of. 
Love. Is it you that wou'd ruin yourte:t by taking up money 
at ſuch an inte eſt ? 

Fred. Is it yuu that would enrich yourſelf by lending at fuck 
intereſt? 

Love. How dare you, after this, appear before my face? 

Lia. How dare you, after this, apprar before the face of 
the world ? 

love Get out of my fight, villata ! get out of my ſight. 

Fred. Sir, Igo; but give mr. leave to fav 

&. 1 {no hear a word Til prevent your attempting any 


thing of this nature for the fuatu e —Git out of my night. vile. 


lain !—l am not forty for this accident; it will mare me being. 
toctli Keep + ftrifter c, over Its ctieus. Huch 
SCENE II.— Au i -r/m wut .n Lovegold's Ha. 
Liter Harriet wid Ra iaua. 

ar. Nay, Harriet, vou muſt excuic me, for of all people 
unn cu th you are my grearch avourite: but | have had fuch an 
tut crab cd, ch id, that it is a n race | have recovered; for, 
m Gear, would vou think I have had no lets than three doctors ! 

Il. Nav, then it is a miracle vou recovered, indeed. 

War, On, child, doctors will never do me any hare; I never 
take ant Vine tiny preſcribe : I don't know Haw it is; when 
one's i lone can't kelp ſending for them; and you Know, my 
tear! my mamma loves phy. Letter thau the dues any thin, 
but cards. | 

Ur. Were Its rake as much of cards as you do I Goan't 
new which 1 ſhould nauſcate moſt. 
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THE MISER. | rs 
Jar. Oh, child, vou are quite a Tramontane; I mutt bring 


591 to like dear ſpadille. I protcit, Harriet, if you will take 


my advice in fomethings, you would bc the moſt agreeable crea- 
ture in the world. . 

Lr. Nay, my dear, I am in a fair way of being obliged to 
ebcy your commands. 

Air. That would be the happieſt thing in the world for you; 
and I dare ſwear you would like them extremely, for they 
would bu exactly dppu.te to every command of your father's. 

Her. Be that now one would think you were married already. 

Mir. Narricd, my dar! 

Hu. Oh. I can tell vou of ſich a conqueſt ! you will have 
ſuch a lover within thete four-and- twenty-hours! | 

Mar. 1 am glad you have given mt timely notice of it, that 
J may turn off ſomebocly to make room for him; h Harriet! 
F keen o plagucd. % pe ered, 0 fatigued, ſince | ſaw you, with 
that dur eieature your brother—la ſhort. chill, he has made 
arrant downright love to me; if my heart had not been harder 
than »damaut itſelf, I hat bern your ſiſter by this time. 

Hur. And if your hea:t be not harder than adamant you will 
be in a fair way of being my mother ſhortly, for my gacd fa- 
ther has this very day declaled ſuch a paſſion for you 

Mar. Your father 

Har. Av, my dear, what fay you to a comcly old gent'eman 
of not mu h above threeſcore, that loves you to violently ? I 
dare { vear he will be coattant to you al! his days. 

Mr. Ha. ha, ha! L thall die. Ha, ha, ha! you extravagant 
c:catwe! how coud you throw away all this jeſt at once? it 
vo :ld have furniſhed a prudent perſon with an annuity of la.igh- 
ter f cr life On! Tam harmed with my conqueſt; I an quite 
in lore with him alieady ; 1 never had a lover yet above half 
his age | . 

Ear, T.avpet aud I have laid a delightful plot, if you will 
but come into It, and counter fort an aflecgtion for him. ; 

Mar. Wu, chi'd, I hare a rei! affection for him. Oh, me- 
thin's I fec vou on your Kkness a rcady— Pray, Mamma, pleaſe 
to give me Your bleſſing. Oh, 1 fre my loving br:degroom, I 
ſce Him approach me witit all the loving gravity cf age; I hear 
Im whiſper charming ſentences af morality in my ear, Oh! 1 
incl him feecertrr, oh! fCwecter than even hartſhorn itſelf; Ha, 
ha, hi! Sce, child, bow beautiful a fond imagination can paint 
a lover. | | 

Hir. Well, you dear mad creat:;re; but do you think you 
can maintain any of this fondneſs this face? for I know ſome 
v omen who fp.ak very fondly of a huff and to other prop c, 
but never fav one civil thing to the man himſelf. 

Mir Oh, never f.ar it, one can't indeed bring one's ſelf ta 
d: civilt» a v ung lover; but as fer theſe old fellow, I think 
one may pay as haimefly wich them as with one another 
Youag fell ons me perfect bears. and imuſt be kept at a diſtanee, 
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te 0:4 ones are mere Japdoys, and when they have ag; zrecable 
tres with them one is equally fend of both. 

Fir, Wel, but now I hope you will give me leave to desk 
« word or two ſerigully in favour of my poor brother 

Tar. Oh, I thall hate you if you are ſerious. Oh! fc wh it 

COUP W. cked words have Occ: a ſioned; 1 proteſt = are a Con, u- 
er, and cr tainty deal with tlie devi, 
Futter Frederick, 

Jun. Oh, brother I am glad vou are come to plcad your 
en cnuſe; [ ave been your telicitor in your abſence 

Fre. | im aft aid, ke ether clients. I thall plead much 
worte for ante f han my adv« catz hes done. 

31. „ Per tous who have had a Lad caule ſhou!d have Very 
antfa! chuntel. 

Fre! When the judge! is determined againſt us, all art wilt 
Nerd of ne effect 

Mar. Win. then, tr: ly. fir, in fo terrible a ſituation, I think 
the ſooner ou g up the caule the better 

Fre N., Mad.m l am reſolved to perſev-re ; for when, 
one's whole happineſs is al eady :t ſtake, | ſee nothing more 
can be hazardcd in che puriuit. It might be perhaps a perſon's 
intereſt to give up a cauſe here n part of his fortune was con- 
cerned, but when the diſpute 1s about the whole he can never 
loſe by perſeveriug. | 

Mar. Do you hear him, Harrict? I fancy this brother of 
you: s would have made a moſt excellent av yer. I pro. ſt when 
he is my ſon-in-law III ſend him to the Temple: tho' he be- 
gins a little late, vet diligence may bi ing him to be a great man, 

Fred, 1 hope, Mada. n, dil, genc. may ſucceed in love as well 
as law: ſure Mariana is not a more crabbed ftud; this Cone 
upon Lyttleten! 

Ma.. Oh, the wretch, he has quite ſu Focared n with bis 
compariſon ; I muſt have a little air; dear Harricc ! let us wats 
in thu garden. 

Fred. I hope, madam, I have your leave to attend v 

Mr. My leave ! no indeed, you have ro leave of ming; un 
n will follow me. I know no was to hirder you.. (EN 

S_ENE III.— A Gran. Err Pam lic d Lapper, 

Ly. This was indeed a m:&{ unluchy a. cilcnt ; ho ever, I 
dire lay a wager | hall ſucceed better with him, aud get tome 
of thoſe guineas you would have borrowed. 

Ram. I am not, madam, now to learn Mri. Lappet's dexte- 
rity; but if you get any thing out of hum | ma'! think vou a 
much for the devil. Sooner than to exriatt gold from him [ 
wouid engage to extract religion fim a hypocrite, honeſty from 
a lawycr, acalth from a chyücian, ſinccrity from a courtier, or 
modetty from a poct I think, iny GAP, you have liv'd long 
enough in this houſe to know tliac Lold is a dear commodity 
hcre. 

Lab. Ah, but there are me certain ſervices which will 
C;ce/c it out of the cloſeſt hands. There is one trade which, 
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TIIE MISER. 3 
Love. How have you the aTurince to aſk me that. fir, when 
if one was but to pick thoſe fine feathers of yours off from head 
to foot, one might purchaſe a comfort1ble annuity out of them. 
A fellow here with a very good forrunz upoa his back, wonders 
he is call'd extravagant ;—in thort, fir, you muſt rob me to 
appear in this manner. 
Fr d. How, fir! rob you? | 

Lowe, Ay, rob me, or how could you ſupport this extrava- 

gance ? | | 

Fr d. Alas, fir, there are fifty young fellows of my acquaint- 
ance that ſupport greater extravagancies, and no one know 
how. Ah. fir, there are ten thouſand pretty ways of living in 
this town without robbing one's father. 

20”, What necefliiy is there for all that lace on your coat? 
and al bought at the firſt hand too, I warrant vou. If zou will 
be tine, is there not fuch a place as Monmouth-ſtreet in this 
town, where a man may buy a fu't for the third part ©: rhe 
ſum which his tai or demands? And then periwigs | wie 
need has a man of perriwigs, when he may wear his own hau! 
Heyday ! what are they making fizns to one another which all 
pick my pocket? 

Hr, My brother and I, fir, ate diſputing which ſha'l ſper's 
to you firſt, for we have both an affair of con ſequence to mia» 
tion to you. | | : 

Love, And I have an affair of conſequence to mention ts 
you both, Pray fir, you who are a tine gentleman, ad con 
verſe much amongft the ladies, what tains vou of a c. ain 
young lady called Mariana? 

Fe. Mariana, fir! 

Lobe. Av, what do you think of her? 

Fe. Think of her. fir! 

Love. Why do you repeat my words? Ay, what do you think 
of her? 

Fred. Why I think her the moſt charming woman in the 
world. | 

Lac. Would ſhe not be a deſirable match? 

Fel. So deſirable that, in my opinion, her huſtand will be 
the happiaſt of manki id. 

Led. Docs the not promiſe to make a good houſewife ? 

Fr. 4. Oh, the beft houſewife upon earth. 

Los. Might not a huſband, think ye, live very eaſy and 


happy with h-r? 


Fra Dovuutleſs, fir 
L e. Therc'is one thi ig I'm a little afraid of, that is, that 
ſie has not quite ſo much fortune as one might fairly expect. 
Fil. Oh; fir, confider but her merit, and you ma eaſily 
make an abatement ia her fortune. For Heaven's ſake, fir, 
don't let that prevent your deſigu. Fortune is nothing in com- 
pariſon with her beauty and merit. 
de. 1 don me there; hawever, there may be ſome mat. 
| B ; 
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ters found, perhaps, to make up that deſiciency; and if v0 
would, to oblige your father, retrench your extiavagancies On 
this occaſion, perhaps the difference in ſome time might be 
made up. 

Fred. My deareſt father ! I'i] bid adieu to all extravagance 
for ever. | 

Love. Thou art a dutiful good boy; and fnce I find you 
have the ſame ſentiments with me, provided ſhe can but make 
out à pretty tolerable fortune, I am cven reſo ved to marry her. 

Fred. Ha! you reſolved to marry Mariana 

Love. Ay, to marry Mariana. 

Hur. Who? you, you, you! 

Lowe. Yes, I, L, I. | 

Fred. I beg you will parden me, fir; a ſudden dizzine s has 
ſcized me, and I muſt beg leave to ret rr. LE: Fred. 

Love. This, daughter, is what 1 have reſolved for myfelf; 
as for your brother, 1 have a certain Widow in may cre fx him; 
and you, my dear, ſhall marry our good neighbuur Mr. Spindle. 

Hr. I marry Mr. Spindie ! | 

Lr. Ves; he is a prudent wiſe man, not much above fiſty, 


and has a great fortunc in the funds. 55 
Hr. 1 thank you, my dear papa, but I had rather not marry 
if vou pleaſe. [ Curt: [py n. 


EL we. [mimiching her curteſy ] I thank you, my good dau h- 
ter, but I had rather you ſhould marry him if + vu pleate. 
H. r. Pardon me, dcar fir— | | 
Loe. Pardon me, der madam— 
Har. Not al tlic fathers upon ea: th ſhali force me to it. 
Love. Did ever mortal hcar a gir. talk in this manner to her 
father ! : | 
Hr. Did ever father attempt to marrv bis dauyhte! aft r 
ſuch a manner! In thor, fir, | have ever becn gbd to you; 
but as this affair conc-ris my happineſs only ain not y urs, I 
hope vou will give me leave to cnfult my own 10 lin tien 
Lob. 1 wonld not have you provoke me; I am refolved 
upon the match 18 
Fnt-r Cl rimont.“ 
Cer. S me peo ple, fir, uf on ,uſtice buſneſs. deſire to ſprak 
with your worſhip 
Love. I can attend to no buſinsſs, t iir has fo perpl-xd 
me. Huy, vou ſhal. marr: s I would have 0 1— 
n Forgive m1, inte pefing — eur fir nate the a' ter? 
Madam. let me entreat v- u Hot io put your fa her u O pation, 
Le. Clerimont, ou bre a prud nt vo ing e lo cresa 
baggage of a daughter whorcf..fes the niaſt wiva, tg. 0's mat h 
that euer was offerte both to her aud to me: a men of a vatt 
«ſtate oſlers to tæke her wi hout a po tion | 
Ar Without a po tien! Coniider, dear madam, can you 
:*fuſe a gentleman who o er ro take you woAthout a rtion ? 
Ly. Ay. conſider what that ſaves vour futαt. 
Har, Yes, but I confider what 1 am to fcc. 
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THE MISER. 1 
Cler. That's true indeed; you will think on that, fir. Tho? 


money be the firſt thing to be conſidered in all tae affairs of 
life, yet ſome little regard ſhould be had in this cafe to incli- 
nation, : 

L v-. Without a portion. 

C.cr, You are in the right, fir, that decides the thing at onee. 
And yet I know there are people who, on this oc aſion, object 
againſt a diſparity of age and temper, which too oftan make the 
married ſtate utterly miſc: able, 

Love. Without a portion. 

Clr. Ah! there's no anſwering that — And yet there ar. 
ſeveral parents who ſtudy the inclinations of their chi dren more 


than any other thing, that would by no means ſacrifice then: 
to intereſt. 


Love. Without a portion. | Es 
Cler. Very true; that ftops your mouth at once.—VW here 1: 
the perſon who can find an argument aguinſt that? 


l Love. Ha! is not that the barking of a dog? ſome vil ain; 7. 
. are in ſearch of my money. — Don't ſtir from hence; I'li return | 
| in an inſtant, Exil Love. 
F Cler. My dcarcſt Harriet! hew ſhall I expreſs the agony L 
7 | am in on your ac count? | | 
* ; Har. Be not too much alarmed, fince you may depend upon 
4 my reſolution. It mas be in the power of Fortune to delay our 
happincfſs, but no power ſhall force me to deſtroy yeur hopes 
by any other match, 
Clir. Thou kindeſt lovely creature 
f ä Ent: r Loveꝑold. 
her | Lad. Thank Heaven, it was nothing but my fear. 
| Cr. Yes. a daughter muſt obcy her father; the is not to 
iter | conſider the thape, or the a.r, or the age, of a huſb nd; bur 
ul when a man offers to take her without a portion, ihe is to have 
1 1 him let him be what he will. 
: Love. Admirably well faid, indeed ? 2 
olved | r. Madam, I aſk your pardon if my. love for youriclf 
8 and famil. crrries me a little too far. lee under no concern; 1 
dare wear | thall bring her to it. T Lovegold. 
peak 4 L ve. Do, do; I'll go in and lee what theſe people want with 
| me. Give her a little more now while the's warm; you will 
xd be tire enough to draw the war rant. LExie. 
, | Cir. So, once more we are alone tog ther. Believe me this 
a' ter? is a moſt painful hypocriſy. —W ben love is great as mine 
damon None can its pleaſures or its pains declare; | 
SH,” We can but feel how exquiſite they arc. [ Exeunt, 
g 1mat 1 1 5 2 ; 3 
t a vatt ACT II. SCENE I continu's, Fater Frederick and Ramilie. 
Free WHAT is the reaſon, firrah, you have been out of 
can you the way, when I gave you orders to ſtay here? 
No Kam, Yes, tir, and here did | ſtay, according to „our orders, 
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your good father turn'd me out; and it is, fir, at the ex- 
treme hazard of a cudgel that I return bick again. 

Fred. Well, fir, and what anſwer have you brought touching 
the money ? | | 

Rum. Ah, fir, it is a terrible thing to borrow money ! a man 
mut have dealt with the devil, to deal with a ſcrivencr. 

Fred. Then it won't do, I ſuppoſe. 

Ram. Pardon me, fir, Mr. Decoy the broker is a moſt induſ- 
trious perſon ; he ſays he has done every thing in his power ta 
{erve you, for he has taken a particular fancy to vour honour. 

Fred. So then I fhall have the five hundred, ſhall I * 

Ram. Yes, fir; but there are fome trifling conditions which 
ycur honour muſt ſubmit to before the affair can be finiſhed. 

Fred. Did he bring you to the ſpecch of the perlon that is to 
lend the money? R 

Ram. Ah, fir! things are not managed in that manner; he 
takes more cue to conceal himleif than vou do; there are 
greater myſterics in theſe matters than vou imagine; why, he 
would not ſo much as tell me the lender's name, and he is to 
bring him to-day to talk with you in ſome third perſon's houſe, 
t » learn from your own mouth the partic ulars of your eſtate and 


family, I dare ſwear the very name of your father will make 
all things eaſy. 


== 


Fred. Chiefly the death of my mother, whoſe jointure no one 
can hinder me of. | 

Rain; Here, fr, I have hrought the articles; Mr. Decov totd 
me he took em from the mouth of the perton himſelf. . Your 
honour will find them extremely reaſonable.—In the firſt place, 
the lender is to fee all his ſecui ities, and the borrower muſt be 
of age, and heir apparent to a large eflate without Paw, in the 
title, and entirely tree from all encumbrance ; and, that the 
lender may run as little riſk as poſſible, the borrower muſ en- 
ſure his life for the ſum lent; if he be an officer in the army, 
he is to make over his whole pay for the payment of both prin- 
cipal and intereſt, which, that the lender may not burden his 
conſcience with any ſeruples, is to be more than thirty fr Cont. 

Fred. Oh the conſcientious ra cal | 

Ram. But as the ſaid lender has not by him at prefent the 
ſam demanded, and that to oblige the borrower he is hinſe't 
forced to borrow of another at the rate of four p-r ct he 
_ thinks it but reaſonable that the fir borrower, over and above 
the thirty per cent. aforeſaid, ſha'l a ſo pay this {our yer cent, 
ſince it is for his ſervice only that this ſam is borrowed. 

Fred. Oh the devil! what a Jew ie here ? : 

Ram You Know, fir, what you have to do—he can't oblige 
you to theſe terms. 5 

Fred. Nor can I oblige him to lend me the money without 
them; and you know that I muſt have it, let the conditions be 
what they will. | 

Ram, Ay, fir; why that was what I told him, 
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, I Kao, fir, with what eves << lach Carks as you look 
u a wotlier- in- law; but if you hope for my forgiveaeſs of 
e late exploit, I w. uld ad viſa you to behave to her in the 
a ectionate manner inag! able. 
erl. I cannor promiſe, fir, to be overioy'd at her being my 

her -in-law; but tuis I will promiſe vou, 1 wilt be as civil 

er as you. r wich: 1 wilt >eho'd her with as much af- 

ion as you can defice me; that.is an article upon which you 
y be ſure of a matt pun dual obedience. 

ve. That I think is the leaſt 1 can expe K. 

Fed. Sir, ydu ſhall have no feaſbu to complains. 

Enter James. 

James. Did you ſend for me, fir ? 

gde. Where have you been ? for L have wanted you abore 
hour. 
Jaume. Whem, fir, did vou want? vour coxchinan or vour 
Ok: for . am wack one and t'other. 
Love. | want my cook, fr. 
James. IL thougiu ks. d ir was not your conch man 5 for vou 
ve had no great occaſion for him fiace your lat pair of « geld- 
s were ſta rved—but your cook, fir, ſhall wait on vou in an 


ant. [Puts ar A coarhman”s $A oat, ont a DEALS he Ack. 
Love. What's the meaning of this foily ? 
Fan's. I am ready for vour comm: ads, fir, 


Love. I am en: gaced this eveni:.2 to ge a fupper, 
James. A ſupper, fir! I have not heard the wo; 7 this half 
ar; I have indeed now and then heard of ſuch 1 thing as a 
| der! but for a ſupper, L have nat dreſs'd one io long, that 
am afraid my hand is out. | 
Laue. Leave off vour ſaucy jeſting, firrah, and ſ:e that you 
„vide me a god tupper. 
Jam s. That inay be done, fir, with a good deal of money. 
Lowe. What, is the Soul; in vou? always money. Can you 
y n thing ele but Money, money, money? All my fer vants, 
child cn, wy ; relations, can pronounce no other word tain 
ey. 
Cr. never heard fo ridiculous an anſwer — Would a man 
ew hi mſelf to be a gaod cook, he muſt make a goo! ſupper 
t of a little money. 
4 ich you would be fo good, "R as to ſhew us that 
t. and take my office of coo; upon Noel. lk. Hoem ny will 
ere be a ta le 
Lov Abvut eight or ten; but T will have a ſup er dreſo'd 
it fr eight; for if there be enou Zh for cight there is enough 
r ten, 
James. Suppoſe ſin, you have at on end of the table a good 
and!:me fup; at the ohe. a fine Weſtphalia ham and chick- 
$; on one ſide a ß et of ver roaſted, and on the other a tur- 
m or rather a buitard, which I believe may be bought for a 
uinea or chetreabduts. 


a leaſh of fat poulards, hal a dozen partridges, one dozen 
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Love. What—is the fellow providing an entertainment: a. 


my lord mayor and the court of aldermen ! 
James. Then, tir, for the ſecond courſe a leath of pheaſan 0 ] 
puden 
Jam 
(lr. 
ture. 


quails, two dozen of ortolans, three dozen 
Love. ¶ Putting his hand before James's mouth, ] Ah, villa 
you are cating up all I an worth. 


James. hen a ragout | Tame: 
Love. [Sopping lus mouth again] Hold your extravagiſſÞl the 
tongue, firrah. | Ly 


*. 
m tak 
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Cle. Hare you a mind to burſt them all? Such ſervants 
you, Mr. James, ſhould be often reminded of that excel. 
ſaying of a very wiſe man, We muſt eat to live, not live to «©; 

Love. Exc-llently well faid, indecd ; it is the fincft ſenten 
I ever heard in my life. We mutt live to eat, and not cat to 
No, that is not it: how did you fay ? | 

Chr. That we muſt eat to live, and not live to eat. hokes 

I.. Extremely fine! pray write them out fur me; for I cf" 
re{olv'd to hive them done in letters of gold, or black and wh v0u 


rather, over my hall chimney. Ear 
James. You have no need to do any more, ſic; people ta T 
enough of you already. 3 


Love. Pray, fir, what do people ſay of me ? | Sh 
James. Ab, fir, if I could but be aſſur'd that you would n N 
be angry with me— . 
Le, Not at all; fo far from it, you'll very much oblice het 


for I am always very glad to hear, what the wor! d fays of mc U 


James. Well, fir, then, ſi ce you will have it, I wil] tu yoſſ oe: 
freely that they make a j-& of you every where, nay of „oo 
very ſervants upon your account. They make ten thoufarÞ ou 
fior.es of you; one ſa s that you have always a quariel wit 4 
Yor {crvents at quarter day, or when they | ave you, in ord: ak 
to had an excuſe to give them nothing; another fays that i- 
we ue taken one night ſtealing your oa o2ts f om your owgſ*® © 
hortes, for which your coackman very handſomely belaboure h u 
your back: in a word, fir, one can go no where + hue YOU A 
not the by word; you are the laughing ftoei; of all the we r1diP: 
and vou are never mentioned but by tte names of covet: u: 
icraptng, fivgy 

Love. Impertinent, impudent, raſcal 


beat him for me 


C.crimont. 5 
» » * 5 | | 
Cler. It does not become a ſervant to uſe ſuch language to hi! 
maſter. [| 
James. Who taught vou, fir, what becomes if vou trovb!: 4 


your h ad with my bufinets, I ſhall! threſh vour jacket for you. 
HI once rake a tick in hand. I ſhall teach vou to hold your be 
tongue for the future, 1 believe. If you offer to ſay atorbenl! 
word to me I'i] break your head for you. 
Drives Cleriment % the Further end of t ftirg' 

er. How, raſcal—break my hcad ! >. 


THE NIS. 22 


tertainmen: ©2505, I did not ſay I'd break your head. 

Y Clermont mives him Bork ag. 
h of pheaſarfſ Clcr. Do you know, ſirrah, that I ſhall break. yours for this 
„ One dozen pedence ? ? 
| Jam . Ha. ha, ha! Sir, I was but in jeſt. 
] Ah, villa Chr. Then I thall warn you to furbear theſe ſeſis for the 


ture. {Kicks him off the flage. 

Jumes. Nay, ſir, can't you take ajeſt? why, 4 was but in jeſt 
wr extravacſil the whi e. 

Leu How happy am I in ſuch a c'erk! 
ch ſervants Cl r. You was leave the ordering of the ſupper ro me, fir! 1 
that excel. ill take care of that. 
ot live to «© Pony Do ſo tee and provide ſ i ng to cloy their ſto- 
fincft ſentendhachs: let there be two great diſhes of toup meagre; a good 
4 not cat toFarge ſuct- pudding; * . dainty fat pork pie or paſty; a fine 

nail br. xt of uitun, not roo fat; a fallad, and a dith of arti- 
eat. hokes, winch will — 2 and variety enough. 
me; for I'f Cl ry. 1 diil-rake a particular care, fr, to provide every thing 
ack and whit you. ſatis faction. 

Lene. But be ſure there be plenty of ſoup, be ſure of that 
people ta This is a meſt excel cnt young filo But now wil I ge 

ay Vitit tomy money. LEreunt. 
| SCENE H.- Tie Street. Ramilie and Lappet mec teig. 
ou would n Ram We, widim, what u cefs? 

L +. Never was a p-rion of my tunftion ſo uſed : all my 
ch oblige mRhet) ic ava led nuhing.—\Y hilc I wa talking to hun about 
1 ys of me lade, he imi cd ard was p' eaſed, but the moment I men- 
WII rey ud money ro him, his countenanc+ chang'd, and he under» 
nay of yo tood nat one wid that 1 fall. But now, Rami, hat du 
en thouſag ou hink this alfarr is tat! am tranſacting ? 
quarie} with Kam. Nay Mis Lappet, now you are putting too ſevere a 
ou, in ord; Mak upon mu How 1» it pe * 2 1 . vaſt vary of affairs 


ys that vo» iti: you honour site taking your hands, that 3 ;i.oulld 
n your ow Ie ate: o! vu 5 hic. w 16 ha l py 5 emp Of your immediate 
belabourt li u. "ay 

Ice YOU A; 1. 4. Let em tell vg titen, . cer fir, that Jam 3 2 an 
| the w. rl ad ic b tween veur rafters mi reis ard hi father. 

f covet: u; R m. Mat attur, pr vihee ? 


L. What mould it te but the old one; matrianony * in ſhort 
m for mur mater an his ta her arc rivals. 

R m. J am glad on't, and 1 with the old gencleman tucceſs 
wih a lm: heart. 

L,. How! are you your maſter's enemy ? 

Ram. No, mada „ I ain fo much his friead that I had rather 
't thould !. * Nes maſt res han his hure ſervant, which muſt 
be the caſe, for I ah determined againſt a married fam. 7 · 1 
will never be ſervant to any One who i is not his own maſter. 

Lap Muh, truiy, u hen one confider the caſe thoroughly, 1 
muſt be .of opin on that it wou d be more your mat er's intereſt 
te be this lady's fon in aw than her huſband; for, in the hiſt 
3!zce, ſhe has but little fortune; and if the were ence married 


uage to hi; 


ou tronh;:; 
et for you, 
hold your 
ay anothef 


f to ff; 2 
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to his fon, 1 dare ſwear the old gentleman would neves fo 


ma 
the diſappointment of his love. 8 ers 
Ram. And is the old gent'eman in !loce ? n 
L. h. Oh, profoundiy, delighiful; oh that you had bu R. 
him as I have ; with his fect * rottering, his eyes watering, sour 
tecth chatteiing ! his old trunk was lakes with a fit of love 3 
as if it had been a fit of an ague. ing 
Ram, He wiil have mere cold fits than hot I believe. _ 
La». Is it not more advantageous for him to have a mot Ly 
in law that thould open his father's heart t> hin, than a too. 
that would ſhut it againſt him? Eeſides, it will be better fo p 


ail? for if the hae were as cuvetous as the devil, he cM tc | 
not ſtop the hands of an extravagant wife: ſhe will alwavs! 
It in her power to reward thoſe who k.gep her ſecrets ; and w 
the huſband is old enough to be the wife's grandfat ber, ſhe 
always ſecrets that are worti: concealing take my word fa 


ſo, faith, I will een ſet about that in carat which 4 have hiv — 
to intended on y as a jel, ; 1. 
Ram. Well, if you do ſucceed in your undertaking, you vii ſo y. 
iow this, I hope, that I firſt put it into your head. L 
Lap. Ves, it 15 true you did mention it firit 3 but I though of 
It firſt, I am te; ; I muff have thought it: but Iwill not ie you 


momenz's time; for, norw! ichſtanding all 1 have id, young Wl Wh 


lows are Sts. Befides, this has a moſt plauſibie tongue, Mare! 
ſhould he get acceſs to Mariana, may do ia a few minutes L 
I ſhall never be able to undo as long as I live. 2 Ke: 


Ram. There goes the glory of All chambermaids, NI at L 
her who can. eos 
SCENE III. -Lovegold's Hue. Prin 
Euter Lovegold Frederick, Harriet, Mrs. Wiſely, aui Marian L 

Love. Vou ſee, madam, what it is to marry extreme you . 
here are a couple of mall branches four you, almoſt the ag 
man and woman; bur il! weeds grow apace. 

Mrs Wife. When child en ceme totheir age, Mr. n 
they are no longer any trouble t their parents; whit J have 


ways dreaded wa to have mariicd into a family where there we: 
ſmal childre n. 


vit! 
hav. 


Lv. Pray give me leave, young lady; I have been told yt I 
have no great averſion to ſpectacles; it is not that your char 
do not ſuiciently firike the naked eve or that they want ade 
tion but it is with glaſſes we look at the ſtars, and I'll maint ur 


vou are a ſtir of beauty, that 1s. the finact, brignteſt, and m. 
glorious. of all fars. 
a Mar. Harriet, I thall certainly burſt. Oh! nauſcous filth 
cllowWw 
Lac. What does the ſay to you, Harriet ? 
H:r. She ſays, fir, if ſhe were a ſtar you ſhould be fure of h 
kindes inſtucnce. | 
L:ve. How can I return this great h1»nour you do me: -\ 
Ma,. Ah! what an auimal ! what a wretci ! ' ; 
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Iman Heaven, I'm no ſtranger to, wherein all men are dab- 
£13 ; and he u ho will ſcarce afford himſelf either meat or clothes, 
will ſti pay for the mod ties I cal in. 

Rem. Your humble fers ant, madam; | find you don't know 
your good maſter yet; there is no huſband who hates the word 
wife half fo much as he does the word give: inftead of fay- 
ing 1 give you a gocd rwzrow, he always fays J lend you a 


1 nevec fe 


1 had bu 
water! np. 


fit of love 


licve. good n. otro | | 
LAVE a mo La“. Ah, fir! let me alone to drain a man; I have a ſecret 
n, than a to oven his hen t and his pudſe too. | 


he better fo 
devil, he e 
il alwavs! 
ets ; and u 


E m. | defy you to Gian the man we talk of of his money; 
te loves bat more tlian any thing you can procure him in 
ex hang : but here he 1s and if you get a thilling out of him 
I li marry you without any ether fortune. (Exits 
father, the ' ater L. ovegold. 8 | 
y word For L/, Alis will hitherta; my dear my money is ſafe · Is it 
4 nave Ritt : you Lappet 3 | 

= Lap. I t ould rather eſk if it be you, fir > Why, you look 
king, you ſo young and v:yorous 
d. ve, Do l. do 
at I though Lal. Why. vou grow vounger and younger every day, fir ; 
engt 0 youu never lo: kd half fo young in vour life, fir, as you do now. 
ad, young Why, fir. I know fry young fclows of five-and- twenty that 
1C tongue, ne older than \ GU are. 
minutes Wo Lov. That may be, that may be, Lappet, conſidering the 
[WM lives they lead ; and vet I ain a good ten years above fifty. 


aids. * 4 Laj. Weil; and what's ten years above fifty ? 'tis the very 


| © Wfoucr of a man's age. Vhy, fir, you are now in the very 


prime or vour life. | | 

Love. Very true, that's very true, as to underſtanding ; hut 1 
atrafiaid could I take off twenty years it would do me no harm 
with the ladies, Lappet. How goes on our affair with Mariana ? 
have you mentioned any thing abcutwhat her mother can give 
her? for now a days nobody marries a woman unic!s ſhe brings 
ſomething with her beſides her perticoar, | 

Lap. Sir! why, fir, this young lady wil be worth to you as 
od a thouſand pounds a-ycar as ever was told. 

Lv . How! athouſind pounds a-year. 

Ly. Yes, fir; there's, in the firſt place, the article of a ta- 
le; ſhe has a very lit le ftomach, ſhe does not cat above an 
dunce in a fortnight ; and then as to the quality of what the eats 
ou, ll have no need of a French-cook upon her account; as for 
weetmeats, ſhe mortally hates them; ſo there is the article of 
leſlerts wiped off all at once—you'll have no need of a confec- 


„aui Marias 
mel youl 
molt the age 


Mr. Lovego 
"hit I haves 
here there we 


been told yt 
't your char! 
1ey want add 
d I'll mannty 
teſt, and m. 


auſcous filth 


oaer, who would be eternally bringing in bi.ls for preſerves, 


01 ſerves, biſcuirs, comſits, and jellies, of which halt a-dozen 
ads would ſwallow you ten pounds worth at a meal; this, I 
hink we may very moderately reckon at two hundred pounds 
year at leaſt. ſtem, for clothes; the has been bred up in fu.ch 
plainneſs in them, that ſhould we allow but for three birth 
ht luits a-year ſaved, which are the leaſt a town lady would 


| be Cure of h 


do me? 


* 


* 
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expe, there go a good two hundred pounds a-year more; for 


jewels, (of which the hates the very fight) the yedtly intereſt 
ot what you muſt lay out in them would amount to one hun deed 


pounds. 


Laſtly, ſhe has an utter deteſtation for play, at which 


I have Known feveral modarate adies lose a good two thouſand 


pounds a-ycar; now let us take only the tourth part of that, 


which amounts to five hundred, to which it we add two hun. 
ercd pounds on the table account, two hundred pounds in 


clothes, and one hundred pounds in jewels, there is, ar, 1 our 


thouſand pounds a year in hard money. 


Love. Ay, av, theſe are pretrv*things it muſt be confeſo'd, 


very pretty things ; but there s nothing real in m. 


Lap. How. fir. is it not ſomethiny real to bring you in mar- 


riage a veſt ſtore of fobrierv, the inheritance of a great love for 


fmpliciiy of drefs, and a vatt a quired fund of hats ec tor play? 
L ve. This is down ight rat lery Lapyet, to m ke me op a 

fo: tune out of he expences ſhe won't put me to; I aſſure vou, 

_ madam, I ſhall pive no ac;u.ttance fo whit I hive not reverv- 


ed; in ſhort, Lapret. ! muſt touch, reuch. tou h, ſomethinę ra", 


Lap. Never fear, you ſhall touch met ing real. 


] hare 


heard them taik'of a cer'ain cmmtry wire he has a very pret- 


ty frechold, which tha be pur into vou hands, 


Low”. Nav, if it were a copybold 1 fheuld be glad rotouch 
it: bt there is another thing that di/turbs me, You know 
this git. 1s young, and young peop'e generally lo ve one ano- 
thers company ; it would ill agree with. a perſon of my temper 
to keep an aſſembly for all the young rakes and flaunting girls 


in town 


La. Ab, fir, how little do you know of her! this is another 
particu/ariry that I had to tell you of: ſhe has a moſt terrible 
averſion for all young people, aud loves none but perſons of 
your years. I would adviſe you above all things to take care 
why, the 
broke off a match r* ether day becauſe her lover was but fifty, 


not to appear too young; ſhe inßſts on ſixty at lea't : 


and pretended to ſign the marriage articles without tprftacls, 


£ ve, This humour is a ittle ſtrange, methinks 


Lap. She carries it farther, fir, than can be imagin'd : 9 
has in her chamber ſevere} pictures, but what do you thiuk 
k-Fac'd voung feilows, your Ado- 

niſes, your Ccphaluſes, your Parifes, and your Apo os: no, 
fir; you ſce nothing there but your handſome figures of Saturn, 


they are? none of your ſmoc 


king Priam, old Neſtor, and good father Anchiſes upon lis 


ſon's ſhoulders. 


Lege. Admirable! this is more then I could have hoped. 
To ſay the truth, had I been a woman 1 ſhould never have 


oved young fellows, 


Lap. I believe you. Pretty fort of ſ uff indeed. to be in love 


with young fel ows! Pretty maſters inderd, with their fine 
complexions and their fine feathers! Now T mould be glad to 


taſte the ſuvour that is in any of them. [ Lap. w1trainres a / 7g 


ce And do you-rally think we pretty rolcrabl. ? 


— 
* 


* ö 1 2 T 200” * 
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Lap. Tolerable! you are ravilking | if your p cture wereé 
draw by a geod hand, fir, it would be tnvaluable! Let me fe® 
you walk ; there's a perſon for you! tall, ſtraight, free and de- 
gagee! Why, fir, you have ne fault about yeu. 

Lowe. Not many; hem, hem; not many, I thank Heaven; 
oul y a few rieumatic pains now and then, and a ſinall catarrh 
that ſeizes me ſometimes. | | | 

Lap. Ab, fir, that's nothing ; your catarrh ſits very well up- 
en you, and you cough with a very good grace. : 

Love. Eut tell me, what does Mariana ſay of my perſon ? 

Lap. She has a particular pleaſure in talking of it; and I 
aflure you. hr, I have not been backward on all fuch occaſions 
to blazon forth your merit. and ro make her fenfible how ad- 


vantageous a march you will be to her. 


L:we. You did very well, and I ain obliged to you. | 
Lap But, hr, I have a fmall favour to aik of you—T have a 


lawſuit depending, which I am ow the very brink of lofing for 


want of a little moacy; (H. Lots grauely.) and you could 
caſi y pr cure my ſucceſs if you had the lealt friendihip for 
me. You can't imagine, fir, the pleaſure ſhe takes in tal ing 
of yon. -( % je ſel.) Ah! how you will de ight her! 
hov- your veacrabl. mien will charm her! ſhe will never be 
able to wrthitand you —But indeed, fir, the lawſuit will be of 
a terrible contequence to me —( He 4 graue ago n.) -i am 
ruined if ] l. e it. whit h a very fal matter would prevent. 


h, fir, had you bur ſeen the raptures wth which the has. 


keard me talk of you —{ He reſumes” is gal ty.) —how pleature 


parkled in her eyes at the re-iral of your god qualities! in 


hort, to diſcover a f.crer to you which I promiſed to concea!, 
L hive wirked up her imagination till ſhe is downright im- 
at. ent of having the match co:c uded. 
Late Lipper, vou Fave ated a very friendly part; and 1 
den that 1 have al the obligations in the worid to you. 
L. I beg vou would give me this lit! - affiſtance, fir; (He 
o Fons it will ſet we on my feet, and I ſhall be eternally 
"1ged to you. | 
Lide. Farewell; Vil go ard finiſh my diffatches, 
Lab. J attu:e you. fr, you could never afhft me in a greater 
eccihry. | 
Lv. I muſt go give ſome orders about a particular affair 
Lip. I would not importune you, fir, if I was not forced by 
ac laſt cxtremity. 


hink this coat will look well enough taru'd, with new buttons, 
ora wedding ſuit? | 

Loh. For pity's fake fir, don't refuſT me this ſma i favour 
mall be undone, indeed, ſir; if it were but fo fma!l a matter 
ten pounds, fir, 

Live, I think I hear the tailor's voice. 

Lad. Tf it were but five pounds, fir ; but three pounds, fir , 
W, tr, a lingle guinca would be of ſervice for a day or two. 


Leue. I expect the tailor about turning my cont. Don't von 
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TZI cFrrs to go out on vit er. fide fhe in crc. pts lius. 


Live I mult go; 1 can't ſtay. Huk there, ſomebody calls 
„c. I'm very much obliged ro you; indeed I am very much 
abliged to you, : | [ Ex1/, 
Lap. Go to the guilows, ta the devil, like a covetous gooi- 
for- nothing vi lain as you ate! Ramiliy is in the ighf: how- 
cver, I ſhall not quit the affair: for though I geit nothing out 
of him, I am fure cf my reward from the uther fide, 
Fools only to one party will confide, 

Good politictins will buth parties guide, 

And if one fals they're feed on Cother fide. 
ACT III. SCEN I. continues. 

Enter Harriet Frederi k and Clerimont. 
Fred, 1 Think, fir, vou have given my lifter a very fabſlantial 

I nrocf of you. affeftion I am ſorry vou could have 
had ſucli a ip cion of me as to imagine | could have been 21 
— to one who has approved himſelf a gentleindu and a 

ver. 

Cler If any thing, fir, could add to my misfortunes, it would 
be ro be thus obliged without having any proſpett of repaying 
the obligation. 

Fred. Every word you ſpeak is a far her conviction to me that 

ou are what you have declared yourſelf; therefore henceforth 
Tin you to be lie ve me ſincerely your friend. 

Har, Come, come, pray a truce with your compliments, for 
I hear my father's cough coming this way. 

| , Enter Lovegoid, 

Laue. So, fo, this is juſt as I would have it. Let me tel 
you, children, this is a prudent young man, and you cann'! 
converſe too much with him: he will teach you, fir, for all you 
hold your head fo high, better ſenie than to borrow manzy at 
ſifty per cent. And you, midam. I dare fay he will infuſe gull 
things into you too, if you w.ll but-hearken to him 

Hell. While you live, fir, we hall want no other inſtru cer 

E507, 


[ Ext. 


take this opportunity of ſaving the cx,vnce of another entertain: 


ment, by inviting Mariana and her mother; for I obferve thus 
take whit care one will, there is always mere victuale provide! 
on the'e ucafions than is cat; and an a4.litional guet raaiccs 9 


aldicional expence. 


Clcr. Very true, Sir; beſides, tho“ they were to riſe huncry 


no one ever calls for more at another perſon 8 tu le. | 
Led. Right, honeſt Clerimonr, and to rife with an appet“ 
is one of the wholeſomeſi things in the world. Harriet, I won: 
have you ga immediate and carry the invita ion; you m. 
walk thither, and they will bring you back in a coxcl. 
Hur. I ſhall obev you, fir. 
Loe. Go; that's my good girl. 
vehave yourſelf civilly at ſupper. . . 
Fed. Why thould ; ou ſuſpcct me, fir? 


Come hither, Harrier; vou know to- night 1 have in- 
vited our friend and neighb.ar Mr. Spindte. Now I intend tw 
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y calls Mar. I ſhall ne ver be able to hold it out, unleſs you k czp him 
much Nat a diſtance. | | 

[ Ex”, Lowe. { iflering.] I hall make them both keep their diſtance, 
, gooi- BW madam. Hark e, you Mr. Spendall. why don't you crune and 
: how- wake this lady ſome acknowledgement for the great hunour the 
ing out dees your father? 

Fred. My father h:s indeed, madara, much reaſon to be vain 
of his choice; you wil be doubtiels a very great honour to our 
family; notwith?and:ng which I cannot diffembie my real ien- 

[ Exit. N ucients ſo far as to counterfeit any joy I thall have in the name 
of Son-in-law ; nor can | he'p ſaying, that if it were in my pow=- 
er I believe 1 thould no fcruple of preventiogathe match, 

LO antial Mr. I believe k indeed; wer: they to xfk the leave of their 
d have child: en, few parcn's wud morry twice. 

been 21 Lowe. Why, you i!i-tred block head, is that the compliment 
au and a you ma e your mother-iu- aw? 

Fre. Well, fir, unce you will have me talk in another ſtyle. 
it would Suffer me, madam, to put my ſelf in the ron of my father; and 
| repaying believe me when [ ſwear to „ou I never ſaw any one half fo 

ch2rming; that to be calicd your hutband would be to my ears 
to me that Wa little mor: hleſt, more glot ious, than that of the greatc a of 
aenceforth I rinces— 

Lope. Hold, bo'd, fir! ſofily if vou plezſe! 
ments, for Fr. Lam only fat ing a few ©rvi1 things, ſir for vou to this lady. 

led. Your humble fervant, tir, I have a tongue to jay civil 

nngs unh mvſeit; I have no need of ſuch an interpreter as 
Let me tel e, ſu ect fir) 
ou Cann"! A 7, If your father cou d not ſpe ik better for himſclf ili in 
for all vu on can for him. I am afraid he would meet with little ſucces, . 
r mancy A! Love. I don t alk you, ladies, to drink any wine before tup- 
infuſe gar «ft it ſhould ſpoil your flomachs. | 
Y Fred. 1] have taken the liherty to order ſone ſweetmeats, ſir, 
intraker nd tokay, in the next room: I hope the ladies will excuſe what 
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Love. How voſtly am I obliged to you for theſe kind ſenu- 


wanting, 


* 
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Mrs, I je, There was no neceſſity for ſuch a collation. 
Fred, [t5 Mariana.] Did you ever ſee, madam, fo fine a bril- 


ant as that on my father's finger? 

Jar. It ſeems indeed to be a very fine one. 

Fred. You cannot judge of it, madam, unleſs you were to ſce 
ncarer. If you will give me leave, fir. [takes it off from his * 
rs finger and gives tt to Mariana. ] There is no ſceing 83 
wel while it is on the finger, | 

Mrs. Wiſe. Mur. It is really a prodigious fine one. 

Fred. [preventing Mariana who 1s going to return It.] No, 
dm, it is already in the beſt hands. My father, madam, 
'ends it as a preſent to you, therefore I hope you will accept it. 
Love. Preſent! I' 


Fr d. Is it uot. fir, your requeſt to this lady that ſhe ſhould 
er this bauble for your lake 2 - 
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Luc. {to 5 £2 | Is the devil in you? *. 
Fre l. He makes ſigus to me that I would entreat you td ac. nei 
cept it. | f po 1 
Mar. I hall not upon my word. dc; 
Fred, He will not receive it again. L 
Lows, I ſhall run tack ſtaring mad ! kin 
Aur, 1 muſt inſi t on returning it. | A 
Fred. It would be cruel in you to refuſe him; let me entreat ¶ itio 
s you, madam, not to ſho-k my poor father to fuch a degree. F, 
Mrs. #:ſe It is il- breeding, child, to refuſe fo often. I ha 
Love. Oh, that the devil would but fly away with this fellow Il 
7 Fred. Sce, madam, what agon.es he is in left you ſhould re- tl 
turn it—lt is not my fault dear, fir; I do all I can to prevail 
with her—bat ſhe is obtinate—PFor pity's ſake, madam, keep it. 17. 
Ie. 1.0 in. Infernal vii; ug a. 
Frei. My father will never forgive me, madam, ualefs I fu an 
dee d: on my knees I cnircat you, an 
I. ve. The cut- throat; and 
Mr: ſe Daughter, I proteſt you make me aſhamed of you ch, 
| Come; come, put up the ring, fince Mr, Lovegold is fo uneaſſſiin fa 
p adout it. : br le 
| Far. Your gommands, madain, a.wavs determine me, and t v 
£1a!l refuſe no longer IP 
Loe. I tha!l be un done: I with I was buried while I hare - 
one farthing left. | | Fry 
; Euter James. rian 
BY James. Sir, there is a man at the door who deſires to ph: vou 
with you, | : rer vu 
Love. Tell him I am buf, —b:d him come anvther ume—b | 
him lcave his buſineſs wita you— War. 
Jams. Muſt he leave the money he has brought with myo is | 
fir ? Leit Form told 
* Lede No, no, ſt iy—tell him I come this inſtant. L atk pa-. 
dan, ladies, LIl wait on you again immediately. { I 7a. 
Fred. Will you pleaſe, ladies, to walk into the next roo. 
and tafie the collation I was mentioning ? Mar. 
. Mar. T have ate too much fruit already this afternoon. Wed? | 
Mrs. We. Really, fir, this is an unneceſſary trouble; but fo make 
the tokay is provided 1 will taſte one glals | lar, E 
H. Ii wait on you, madam. / + xi: Mrs. Wiſe. and Hured t. 
Mar. That is a mighty pret, y picture over the door, Harri happy, 
is it a family-piece, my dcar ? I thm k it has a great deal of ar. 1 
. in it; are vou not gencrally thought very like it *'—He; d. In. 
# where is my mama and your ſiſter gone? You n 
Fred. Thev thought, madam, we might have ſome bull herſelt 
together, and fo were willing to leave us alone. any pe 
| Mar. Lid they fo? but as we happen to have no buſineſ WP her 
gether, we may as well fo! low them. g ſuffer 
RB Fre. When a lover has no other obſtacles to ſur mount only | 
4 thoſe his miſtreſs throws in his way, ſhe is in the right no italy, 


come too eaſy a conqueſt ; but were you as kind as 3 cur, Gi 
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with, my father would iti]! prove a ſuſſicient bar to our happi- 
u to ac nels, theretore it 15 a double cruelty in you, | 
Mar. Our happine s! how came your happineſs and mine to 
depend ſo on one another pray? 
Fred This is keeping up the play behind the curtain. Your 
kin nes to him comes from the lime fpring as your cruelty to me. 
Mar. Nludeit enough! then I ſuppoſe you think both fic - 
je entreaitious. 


rec. N a , : a 
A J have nothing in me fo deteſt able as ſhonld make you deaf to 


is fellow. Lay, or bliud to all IL utter, This I ain certain, there is 
(outd re-Nithing in him i charming as to captiverte a woman of your 
0 prevall nſe in a moment. 
n, keep i. Mr. You e miſtaken, fir; monev, moneg, the moſt char: n- 
ng at all taings; money, whi.h will ſay more e one moraent 
han he mot eloquent byer in years. Perhaps you will fey a 
en is not Young: | anfwer he is rich, he is not gentecl, 
J:nioine, wit., brave, goud humoured; but he is r ch, rich, 
ch, rich, rich — that one word cuntradicts every thing vou 
in ſay agai;ft him; and if you were to praiſe a jerion for 2 
le hour, ad end wi h. Pat he is poor, your overthrow all 
t you have ſaid; for it has long been an efteb iſhed maxm, 
at he who is lich can have no vice, and he that is poor can 
. no vir un. | 
e. Theſe: pri cples ate forugn to the real ſentiments of 
Nriana's heart. I vorr, did you but know ho ill a counter- 
Gres to pe vou are, how awk ua, dy ill-nature, fits upon you, you'd 
ver wear it. 
ler üme—2 | Futer Iirriet. 
Ir. I left vour mamwa, Ma iana, with Mr. Clerimont, 
0 is ſhewing her ſome pictures in the gallery. Well, have 
u told h 
ar. Told him what? i 
a. Why what you told me this afternoon, that you loved 
1. 6 
Mar, I tell you I loved him Oh barbarous falſchood ! 
%, Did you? could you ſay ſo? Oh, repeat it to my face, 
make me bleſs'd to that degree! 
lu. Repeat it to him,” cant you? How can you he ſo il!- 
red to conceal any thing from another which would make 
happy to know? 
ar, The lie would choke me were I to ſay fo. | 
lar. Indecd, my dear, you have ſaid you hated him fo often 
vou need not fear that. But it ſhe will not diſcover it to 
herſelf, take my word for it, brother, ſhe is your own with- 
any poſſibility of loſing; ſhe is full as fond or you, as you 
df her. I hate this peeviſh, fooliſh, coynef(s, in women, who 
ſuffer a worthy lover to languiih and deſpair, when they 
only put themſelves to the pain of telling truth to make 


eas 
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| ment I did not expect from you, eſpecially in vour own houſe, 
madan. I did not imagine I was invited hither to be betray: 
ed, and that you had entered into a plot with your brother a- 


gainſt my reputation. : 
Hr. We form a plot agairſt vour reutatien | I with you 
cou d fec. my dear! how preitily theſe airs become you——rake my i 


word fur it you will have no rea ſon to be in ive with your fancy, 

Mr. I ſhould indted have ns reafon to be in love with my 
1 fancy if it were hxed where you have inſinuated it. ; t 
| Har. If ou have any realun, madam, to be aſhamed of your v 
choice, it is from deny.ng it. My brother is every wav wort © 


of you, madam! and give me !eave to tell you, if I can preven 
; it, you {hall not render him as ridiculcus to the Town as yo 
| hav : ſome other of your aim rers. 

Fred Dear Harriet! carry it no farther; you will ruin m 

: for ever with her. | | m 

| Har. Away ! you do not know the ſex ; her vanity will mat: tc 
1 you play the fool tif ſhe deſpiſes you, and then contempt wi 
deftroy her affectian for you—1rt 13 a part ſhe has often plaved. 
Mar. I am obliged to you, however, madam, for the lefſo 

you have given me, how far I may depend on a woman's frien« | 

thip : it wil be my own fault if ever I am dec ived hereaficr. i ha 

Har. My fr.cndthip, mada n. naturally coo.s when I duc I y 

its object lets worthy then I unagined her —1 can never ha: F 

anv violent cſt-em for one who wonld ma e herielt unhappy! are 

5 niake the per on who dotes on her moe o; the ridiculous cu ſen 

tom of the world is a poor excuſe for ſech a behaviour; and of 

my opinion the coquette who ſacrifices the caſe and repurats 1 


of as many as the is adle to an il-narur'd vanity, is a my tha! 
odious, a more pernicious creature, than the wretch from fo der 
neſs betrays to m.ke her over happy at the expence of her 0 4 


reputation. 
Fnuier Mrs. Witely a4 Clerimont. 
Mrs. Wife. Upon my word, br, you have a moſt excel! 
taſte for pictures. | 
Mir. I can bear this no longer: if you had been baſe eno! 
_ to have given up all fricndthip and honour, good-brecd 
| mould have reftrained vou from uſing me after this jiahums 
cruel, barbarous, manner. 
Are. W.fe. Bleſs me, child! what's the matter? 
Lr. Let me cntreat you, Mariace, nt to expoſe vourſ 
ou have nothing o compiain of on his tide, and therefore Þ 
Lo che whole be a fe: rer. | 
Mar. A ſecret! no, madam : the whole ſhall know hs 


have been treated. I thank Heaven I have it in my pow! Ly 
to be revenged cn you ? and if Jam not revenge d on oe lik 

1 Fred de, bſter, was | not in the right? did I not tell care; 

1 | you wauid tuin me * d now you have done it. WW ible. 
— | Har. Courage! all will go weil yet: you muſt not be fit tokay 
| ened at a few itorms ; theie are eniy blaſts that carry a , "ades 
his harbour. lent h 
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en houſe, 1 
e bettayv- 3 Euter Lovegold. 5 
Another a- Love, I aſk your pardon; I have dilpatched my bufinels with 
al: poſſible haſte. | 

with you Mrs. M ß. I did not expect, Mr. Lovegold, when we were 
—ake my invited hither, that your children intended to affront us. 

our fancy. Love. Has any one affronted you, madam ? 

e with my Mrs. Viſe Your children, fir, have uſed my poor girl fo ill 


that they have brought tears into her eyes, I can aſſure you 
\ed of your} we are not uſed to be treated in this manner, My daughter is 
av worth of as good a family— | | 
-an preven Love. Out of my ſight, audacious vile wretches | and let me 
own as 50 never ſee you again. | | 
Fred. Sir, I— — 
Love. I won't hear 2 word, and I wiſh I may never hear you 
more. Was ever fuch impudence ; to dare after what I have 
told youu _ 
Hur. Come, brother, perhaps I may give you ſome comfort. 
Fred. 1 fear you have deſtroyed it for ever. 
[ Exeunt Frederick and Harriet. 
Love. How ſhall T make you amends for the rudeneſs you 
have ſuffered ? Poor pretty creature ! had they ſtolen my purſe 


i ruin m 


y will mal: 
ntempt wil 
ten plaved. 
or the leſſo 
nan's fricn 
d hercafict. 


en duc I would almoſt as ſoon have pardoned them. 
m never ha- Mrs. Wiſe. The age is come to a fine paſs indeed, if children 
f unhappy i are to control the wills of their parents. If I would have con- 


diculous lt ſented to a ſecond match, I would have been glad to fee a child 
ciour; and of mine oppoſe it! | 
nd repurati Leve. Let us be married immed ately, my dear; and if after 
ity, is a mW that they ever dare to offend you, they ſhall ſtay no longer un. 
ch from fon der my roof. 
ice of her 9 Mrs. Wif-. Mr. Lovegold, my daughter is a little ſhy on this 
eccaſion : you know your courtſhip has not been of any lo 
date; but ſhe has confidered your great merit, and I believe 
moſt excel. _y — to give you her conſent. 
e. And ſhall I? Hey ! I begin to find myſelf the happieſt 
en baſe enoi man upon earth : Od, madam ! you ſhall be a grandmother with 
good- rec theſe ten month am a very young fellow. 
this inhumlt Mar. If you were ſive years younger, I ſhould utterly deteſt you. 
Love. The very creature ſhe was deſcribed to be ; No one fure 
ever ſo luckily found a maſs of treaſure as I have. My pretty 
ſweet ; if you will walk a few minutes in the garden, I will wait 
en you; I muſt give ſome neceſſary orders to my clerk. 
Mrs. Wiſe. We ſhali expect you with impatience. 
: [Exeunt Mariana and Mrs. Wiſely: 
Love. Clerimont, come hither : you ſee the diſorder my houſe 
s like to be in this evening. I muſt truſt every thing to your 
care; ſee that matters be managed with as ſma!l expence as poſ- 
ible. My extravagant ſon has ſent for fruit, ſweetmeats, and 
tokay. Take care what is not eat or drank be returned to the 
uades. people. If you can fave à bottle of the wine let that be 
'ent back too; and put up _ is left, if part of a bottle, in a 


p ? | 
-xyoſe vourk 
4 therefore | 


all know I 
in my pos 
d on you 
id I not tell] 
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uit not be fi's 
t carry a 0 


pint : that I will keep for my own drinking when J am ſick. 
Be ſure that the ſervants of my gueſts be not aſked to cone far 
ther than the hall, for fear ſome of mine ſhould aſk them to eat. 
J truſt every thing to you. | 

Aer. I ſhall take all the care poſſible, fir : but there is one 
thing in this entertainment of yours which gives me inexpreſſi- 
ble pain. | 

Love. What is that, prithce ? | 

Cler. Thar is, the cauſe of it. Give me leave, fir, to be free 
on this occaſion. I am ſorry a man of your years and prudence 
ſhould be prevailed on to ſo indiſcreet an action as I fear this 
marriage will be called. | : 

Low-. I know ſhe has not quite ſo great a fortune as I might 
expect. | : 

Cler. Has ſhe any fortune, fir ? 

Lowe. Oh, ves, yes; I have been very wel! aſſured that her 
mother is in very good circumſtances, and you know ſhe is ber 
only daughter. Beſides, ſhe has ſeveral qualities which will 
fave a fortune ? | 

Cler. Sure you are in a dream, fir ; ſhe fave a fortune 

Lowe. In the article of a table at leaſt two hundred pounds a- 

Cler. Sure, fir, you do not know— | [year, 

Love. In clothes two hundred more | | 

Cler. There is not, fr, in the whole rown— 

Lur. In jewels one hundred; play five hundred: theſe have 
been all proved te me; beſides all that her mother is worth. In 
ſtort, I have made a very — choice. | 

Cler. Do but hear me, fir, | 

Love. Take a particular care of the family, my good boy. 


Pray let there be nothing waſted. [Ei Love. 
_ Cler,” How vainly do we ſpend our breath, while paffion ſhuts 
the cars of thoſe we talk to. [ Ext, 


ACT IV.—SCENE 1.—4 Hall in Lovegold's H uſe. 
Enter Frederick and Ramilie. | 
Fred. pow ! Lappet my enemy! and can ſhe attempt to 
forward Mariana's marriage with my father? 

Ram. Sir, upon my honour, it is true; ſhe told it me in the 
higheſt confidence; a truſt, fic, which nothing but the inviolable 
friendſhip I have for you could have prevailed with me to have 
braken. | : | 

Fred. Sir, I am your moſt humble ſervant; I am infinitely 
obliged to your friendſhi 

Rom. oh, fir } but really I did withſtand pretty conſiderable 
c ers: for, would you think it, fir ? the jade had the impudence 
to attempt to engage me too in the affair. I believe, ſir, you 
would have been pleaſed to have heard the anſwer I gave her: 
madam, ſays I, do you think if I had no more honour, I ſhould 
have no greater — to my intereſt ? It is my iatereſt, ma- 
dam, ſays I, ts be honeſt ; for my maſter is a man of that gene- 


roſity, that liberality, that bounty, that I am ſure he will never 
ſuſſer any ſeryant of his to be a loſer by being true to him. No, 
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no, ſays I, let him alone for rewarding a ſervant when he is but 


once aſſured of his fidelity. 

Fred. No demands now, Ramilie ; I ſhall find a time to re- 
ward you. | 

Ram. That was what I told her, fir. Do you think, fays I, 
that this old rafcal, (I aſk your pardon, fir, ) that this hunks, 
my maſter's father, will live for ever? And then fays I, do you 
think my maſter will not remember his old friends? 

Fred. Well; but, dear fir, let us have no more of your rhe- 
torick—go and fetch Lappet hither ; Pl! try if I can't bring her 
over. 

Ram. Bring her over ! a fig for her, fir! I have a plot worth 


fifty of yours. I'll blow her up with your father: I'll make him 


believe juſt the contrary of every word the has told him. 

Fred. Can you do that ? 

Ram. Never fear it, fir; I warrant my lies keep even pace 
with hers. But, ſir; I have another plot; I don't queſtion but, 
before you ſleep, I ſhall put you in poſſeſſion of ſore thouſands 
of your fartrer's money. | 

Fred. He has done all in his power to provoke me to it; but 
I am afraid that will be carrying the jeſt too far. | 

Ram. Sir, I will undertake to make it out that robbing him 
is a d>wnright meritorious act. Beſides, fir, if you have any 
qualms of coufcience, you may return it him again: your have 
ing poſſeſſion of it will bring him to any terms. 

Fred. Well, well, I believe there is little danger of thy fteal. 
ing any thing from him; ſo about the firſt affair; it is that only 
which cauſes my preſent pain. 

Rum. Fear nothing, fir, whilſt Ramilie ts your friend. [ Exit. 

= Enter Clerimont. 

Fred. If impudence can give a title to ſucceſs, I am ſure thou 
nat a good one. | 

Cler. Oh, Frederick! I have been looking you all over the 
houſe. I have news for you which will give me pain todiſco- 
ver, though it is neceſſary you ſhould know it. In ſhort, Ma- 
r.ana is determined to marry your father this evening. 

Fred, How! Oh Clerimont, is it poſſible? curſed be the po- 
litics of my fiſter ; ſhe is the innocent occaſien of this. And 
can Mariana, from a pique to her, throw herſelf away ? Dear 
Clerimont, give me ſome advice; think on ſome method by 
which I may prevent, at leaſt, this match; for that moment 
when gives her to my father will ſtrike a chouſand daggers in 
my heart. | 

Cir. Would I could adviſe you. But here comes cue wha 


more likely to invent ſome means for your deliverance. 


Fred. Ha Lappet. 


; | Enter Lappet. | 
Lap. Heygday i Mr. Frederick, you ftand with your arms 
acroſs, and look as melancholy as if there were a funeral going 
on in the houſe inſtead of a wedding. 
C 2 
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Fred. This wedding, madam, will prove the occaſion of my 

funeral; I am obliged to you for being inſtrumental to it. 

Lap. Why, truly, if you conſider the caſe rightly, I think 
you are; it will be much more to your intereſt tv 

Fred. Miſtreſs, undo immediate] y what you have done, pre- 
vent this match which you have farwarded, or by all the devils 
which inhabit that heart of yours | 

Lap. Be but appeas'd, fir, and let me recover out of this ter- 
rible fright you have put me into, and I will engage to make 
you eaſy yet. 'X. | | 

Cler. Dear Frederick, adjourn your anger for a while at leaſt : 
I am ſure Mrs. Lappet is not your enemy in heart; and I have 
ſo good opinion of her, that the moment you ſhew her it will 
be more her intereſt to ſerve you than to oppoſe you, vou may 
be ſecure of her friendſhip. - OE ER 

Fred. But has ſhe not already carried it beyond retrieval ? 


. i 


that I have been capable of undoing it; nor have I ever ſaid any 
thing ſo poſitively, but chat I have beeu able as poſitively to un- 
fay it again. As for the truth, I have neglected it fo long, that 
I often forget which ſide of the queſtion it is of: beſides, I look 
on it to be ſo very infgnificant towards ſucceſs, that I am indif- 
ferent whether it is for me or azainſt me. | 

Þ ed. Let me entreat you, dear madam, to loſe no time in in- 
forming us of your many excellent qualities; but conſider how 


very evening. 

Lap. That cannot be. 

Cl:r. My own ears were witnefles to her conſent. 

Lab. That indeed may be; but for the marriage it cannot bez 
nor it ſhall not be. 

Fred. How ! how will vou prevent it? 

Lap. By an infallible rule | have. But, fir, Mr. Clerimont 
was mentioning a certain little word called intereſt juſt now. I 
ſhould not repeat it to you, fir, but that really one goes about a 
thing with ſo much better a will, and one has fo much better 
luck in it too, when one has got ſome little matter by it. | 

Fred. Here, take a'l the money I have in my pocket, and on 
my marriage with Mariana, thou ſhalt have fifty more. 

Lap That is enough, fir; if they were ha f married already 


it,—Oh, there is nothing like gold to quicken a woman's ca- 
pacity ! | [ Ext. 
Fr d. Doſt thou think I may place any confidence in what 
this woman ſays? | | 
Cl:r Faith, I think ſo. I have told you how dexterouſly ſhe 
| managed my affairs. I have ſeen ſuch proofs of her capacity, 
1 that I am much eaſier on your account than I was. | 
| a Fred. My own heart is ſomething lighter too. Oh, Cleri- 


__ omenl 


vw 


Lap. Alas, fir! I never did any thing yet fo effectually but 


very precious our time is, ſince the marriage is intended this 


I would unmarry them again. I am impatient till F am about 


mont, how dearly do we buy all the joys which we receive from 


om 
* * 
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Enter Lawyer. 
Law. Sir, the contract is ready; my client has ſent for the 
eounſel on the other fide, and he is now below examnimng it. 
Leue. Get you out of my doors, you villain! you and your 
client too! IIHF contract you with a pox ! 85 
Law.. Heyday ! ſure you are non compos mentis. EE 
Lowz. No, firrah; I had like to have been nn compos mentis, 
but I have had the good luck to eſcape it. Go and tell your 


client J have diſcovered her: bid her take her advantageous 


oer, for I ſhall ſign no contracts. | : 
Lv. This is the ſtrangeſt thing I have met with in my whole 
courie of pratiice. 
Lzve. I am very much obliged to you, Lappet ; indeed I am 
very much obliged to you. 5 
Lap. I am ſure, fir, I have a very great ſatisfaction in ſerving 
you, and I hope you will conſider of that l. ttie affair that I men- 
tioned to you to day about my tawtuir. . 
Love. I am very much obliged to you. | 
Lab. I hope, fir, you won't fuer me to be ruined when I 
have preſerv cd; you from it. 3 | 
Lowe. Hey! | [A/pearing dal. 
Lap. You know, fir, that in Weſtminſter - hall moncy and 


right are always on the ſane fide. 


Lowe, Ay, ſo they are; very ti ue, fo they are; and therefore 
no man can take too much care of his money- 

Lap. The ſmalleſt matter of monev, fir, would do me an in- 
finite ſervice. .. | | 

Lowe. Hey! what? | *  [neſs. 

Lap. A ſmall matter of money, fir. would do me a great kind- 


Love. Oho! I have a very great kindneſs for you; indeud 


I heve a very great kindneſs for you— 


Lap. Pox take your kindneſs! I'm only loſing time—there's 


nothing to be got out of him; fo I'll even to Frederick, and fee 


what the report of my ſucceſs will do there. Ah, wow:d I were 


married to thee myſelf! =, [ Ex, 

Love. What a prodigious eſcape have I had! I cannot look 
at the precipice without being giddy. 
Euter Ramilie. 


Lowe. Who is that? Oh, is it you, ſirrah? how dare you en 


ter within theſe walls? 

Ram. Truly, fir, I can ſcarcely reconcile it to myſelf.—I 
think, after what has happened, you have no great title to my 
friend/hip—but I don't know how it is, fir, there is ſomething 


— 


or other about you which ſtrangely engages my affections, and 


which, together with the fliendſhip I have for your ſon, won't 
let me ſufler you to be impoſed upon; and to prevent that, fir, 
is the whole and ſole occafion of my coming within your doois. 
Did not a certain lady, fir, called Mis. Lappet, depait from you 
juſt now? 
Love. W hat if ſhe did, firral ? 
Cs. 
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Ram, Has ſhe net, fir, been talking to you about a young 
lady whoſe name is Mariana? 

Love. Well, and what then? 

Ram. Why then, fir, every ſingle fyllable ſhe has told yon, 
has been neither more nor leis than a moſt confounded lie, as 
is indeed every word ſhe ſays; for I don't believe, upon a mo- 
deſt calculation, ſhe has told fix truths fince ite has been in the 
houſe. She is made up of lies : her father was an attorney, and 
her mnther was chambermaid to a maid of honour ;—the firſt 
word ſhe ſpoke was a lie, and ſo will be the laſt. I know ſhe 
has pretended a great affeCtion for you, that's one lie, and every 


thing ſhe has ſa:d of Mariana is another. 


Love. How! how! are you ſure of this? | 

Ram. Why, fir, ſhe and | laid the plot together; that one 
time, indced, I myſelf was forced to deviate a little from the | 
truth. but it was with a good deſign ; the jade pretended to me 
that it was out of friendſhip to my maſter ; that it was becauſe 
the thought ſuch a match would not be atall to his intereſt; bur 
alas, fir, Ik her friendſhip begins and ends at home. Why, 
fir, do but look at Marian 1, fir, and ſee whether you can think 
her ſuch a fart of a woman as the has deſcribed her ro you. 

Love. Indeed the has appeared to me always in a different 
light. I do believe what you fay. This jade has been bribed 
by my children to impoſe upon me. I forgive thee all thou haſt | 
done for th's one ſervice. I will go and deny all that J ſaid to 
the lawyer, and put an end to every thing this moment I knew 
it was impoſſible ſhe could be ſuch a ſurt of a woman. [Exil. 

Ram. And I will go find out my maſter, make hun the hap- 
pieit of all mankind, ſqueeze his purſe, and then get drunk for 
the honour of all party-coloured polricians. | 

- SCENE I[[[.—The Hil. Enter Frederick and Lappet. 

Fred. Excellent Lappet ! I ſhall never think I have ſufficient - 
ly rewarded you for what you have done. 

Lap. I have only done half the buſineſs yet I have. I believe, 
effectually broke off the match with your father. Now, fir, I 
mall make up the matter between you and her. ; a 

Fred. Do but that, dear g r!. and I' cofn myſelf into guineas, 

Lab. Keep yourſelf for your lady, fir; ſhe will rake all that 
fort of coin I warrant her: as for me, I ſhall be much more 
eaſily contented. * 

Fred. But what hopes canſt thou have? for I, alas, ſee none 

Lap. Oh, fir, it is more eaſy to make half a dozen match 
than to break one; and, to ſay the truth, it is an office I my- 
{-If like better. But methinks I want to have the hurrican: 
begin hugely; I am ſurpriſed they are not altogether by the 
ears already, | | 

Euter Ramilie. 

Rum. Oh, madam, I little expected to have found you and 
my maſter together after what has happened 3 I did not thin“ 
you had the aiſurance——— | 
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Fred. Peace, Ramilie ! all is well, and Lappet is the bett 
friend I have in the world. | ; 

Ram. Yes, fir, all is well indeed; no thanks to her —in ſhort, 


fir, I obſerved her ladyſhip in a long conference with the o d 


gentleman, mighti.y to your intereſt as you may imagine; no 
ſooner was ſhe gone than I ſteps in and made the old gentleman 
believe every ſingle ſyllable ſhe had told him to be z moſt con- 
founded lie, and away he is gone, fully determined to put an 
end to the affair. | 

Lap. And fizn the contract: fo now, fir, you are ru.nc 
without a reprieve. 
Fre, Death and damnation! fool! villain! 

Ram. Heyday ! what is the meaning of this | have I done 
any more than you commanded me ? : 

Fred. Nothing but my curſed ftars could have cont ived fo 
damned an ac:ident. 

Ra z. You cannot blame me, fir, whatever has happenzd. 

Fred. I don't blame you, fir, nor myſolf, nor any one, For- 
tune has marked me out for miſery—burt Iwill be no longec 
idle—fiace I am 0 be ruined, I'll meet my deſtruction. | Ext. 

[They jtand ſome time in filenc? 1199147 al eat cbr, 

Lab. T give you joy. fr, of the ſucceſs of vour negotiation ; 
you have approved yourſelf a moſt able perfon, truly; and I 
dare ſwear when your ki l is ence known, you will not want 
employment. 2 

Ram. Do nat triumph, goed Mrs. Lappet a pol tician may 
make a blunder; I am ſure no one can avoid it that is emploved 
with you, for you change fides fo often that tis impollible to 


te | at any time which fide you are on. 


La“. And prav, fir, what was the occaſi en of betraying me 
to your maſſer for he has tod me all? 2 
Rum. Conſcience. conſ.icence, Mrs. Lappet, the great guide 


all my actious; I could nut find ia my hea. t to let him loſe his 


miſtreſs. _ | 
Las. Vour maſter is very much obliged to yo 1 indeed, to loſe 
your own in order to preferve his. From henceforth I forbid 
all your addreifcs, I diſowa all obligations, I rev KZ all pro- 
miles; henceforth [- would adviſe you never to open vour lips 
to me, for if you do it wil be in vain; I thall be deaf to all 
pou little, fa fe, mean, treacherous, baſe, infiauations, I wou d 
zwe you know, fir, a woman injured as I am never can, nor 
ought, to forgive. Never ſee my face again. | [ Ext. 
am. Huh! now wuld ſome lovers think themſclves very 
unhappy; but I. who have had expcri:nce in the tex, am n-ver 


frigutened at the frowns of a miſtre!s, nor raviched with her 


ſmiles; they both naturally ſucceed one another; and a woman 

generaily is as ſure to perform what the threa-ens, as the is 

what the promiſes But now I'll to my lurking place I'm fure 

this old rogue has money hid in the garden; if I can bit diſen- 

ver it, I thall handſomely = all t:ores with the old gentle - 
6 
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man, and make my maſter a ſufficient return for the loſs of his 
miſtreis. LEA its 
SCENE IV.—42her Apartment. 
Enter Frederick, Mrs. Wiſ.ly, and Maiiana, 

Fred No, madam, I have no words to upbraid you with, nor 
hall I attempt it. 5 l 

Mrs. I . I tbiak, fr, a reſpect to your father ſhould keep 
you now within the rules of decency ; as for my daughter, after 
what has happeucd, I think the cannot expect it on any other 
account. 

Mar. Dear mamma, don't be ſerious, when I dare ſay Mr. 
Frederick ic in jeſt. 

Fred. This exceeds all you have done; to inſult the perſon 
you have made miſerable is more cruel] than having made him ſo. 

Mar. Come, come, you may not be fo miſerable as you ex- 
pect. I know the word Mother-in-luw has a terrible ſound ; 
but perhaps I may make a better than you imagine. Be ieve 
me you will fee a change in this houſe which will not be difa- 
greeable to a man of Mr. Frederick's gay temper. - 

- Fred. All changes to me are henceforth equal. When for- 
rune robbed me of you, ſhe made her utmoſt effort; I now de- 
ſpiſe all in her power. | 

Firs. Wiſe. J muſt in ſiſt, fir, on your behaving in a different 
manner to my daughter; the world is apt to he cen{orious Oh, 
Heavens! I ſhudder at the apprehenſions of having a reflection 
caſt on my family, which has hitherto paſs'd unbl-miſl.ed. | 

Fred. I ſhall take care, madam, to ſhun any poiſibil ty of 
giving you ſuch a fear, for from this night I never wi behold 
thoſe faral eg es again. There are vet no ſuch dJugrecs between 
u Oh, Mariana while it is in your power, while the irt evoc- 
able wax remains unamped. conſider, and do not ſeal my ruin. 

Mr.. Wife. Come wich me, daughter; you thall not ſtay a 
moment longer with him A rude fellow! 

[E2 eunt Mis. Wiſely and Mariana. 
Euter Ramilie. 

Ram. Follow me, ſir, follow me this inſtant. 

Fred. What's the matter? [done. 

Ram Follow me, fir; we are in the right box; the bulinels 1s 

Fred. What done? | | | 

Rum. I have it under my arm, fir—here it is! 

Fred, What? what? 

Ram. Vour father's ſoul, fir, his money 
this moment, before we are overtaken. 

Fred. Ha! this may preſer ve me yet. [ Exeurt, 

Faicr Lovegold in the utm t d/flrad on. 

Lev. Thieves ! thieves ! aſſaſſination murder! I am un- 
done! all my money is gone! who is the thief 2 where 1s the 
villain? where ſha!l I fnd nim? Give me my money again, 
villain. [ Cucuing himſelf by the arm.] I am diſtrafted ! I know 
not where I am. nor what I am, nor what I dv. Oh, my ma- 


ney, my money! Ha! what fay you? Alack-a-day! here is 


Follow me, fir, 


ruin. 
ay a 
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Enter Mariana and Lappet. 
Lab. Ha, ha, ha! and fo you have perſuaded the old lady 
that you really intend to have him? 

Mar. I tell you I do really intend to have him, him? 
Lab. Have him! ha, ha, ha! for what do you intend to have 
Mar. Have I not told you already, that I will marry him? 
Lap. Ingeed you will not. 
Mar. How, Mrs. Impertinence, has your miſtreſe told you ſo? 


and did ſhe ſend you hither to per u de me againfi the match? 


Lap. What ſhould you marry him for? As for his riches, 
you might as well think of going hungry to a fine entertain- 
ment, where you were ſure of not being ſuffered to eat: the 
very income of your own fortune will be more than he w:ll allow 
you. Adieu fine clothes, operas, piays, aſſemblies; adieu dear 
quadrille—And to what have you facrificed all theſe > Not to a 
huſband ; for whatever you make of him, you vil never make 
a huſband of him, I'm fure. | 

Mar. This is a liberty, madam, I ſhall not a low you; if you 
intend to ſtay in this houfe, you muſt leave off theſe pretty airs 
E have lately given yourſelf. Remember you arc a ſerv ant 

ere, and not the miſtreſs, as you have been ſuffered to affect. 

Lap. You may lay aſide your airs too, good madam, if you 
come to that! for I ſhall not deſire to ſtay in this houſe when 
you are miſtreſs of it. a 

Mar. It will be prudent in you not to put on your uſual inſo- 
lence to me; for if you do, your maſter thall puniſh you for it. 
Lap. I have one more comfort, he will not be ab e to puniſh 
me half ſo much as he will you; the wortt he can do tu me is 
to turn me out of the houſe—but you he can keep in it. Wife 


to an old fellow ! faugh. 


Mar. If Miſs Harriet ſent you on'this errand, you may re- 
turn and tell her her wit is ſhallower than I imavined it; and 
lince ſhe has no more experience, I believe I iha!l ſend my 
daughter-in law to ſchool again. [ Exit. 

Lap. Hum! you will have a ſchoolmaſter at home. I begin 
to doubt whether this ſweet tempered creature wii! not marry 
in ſpite at laſt. I have one project more to piivent her, and 
that Iwill about inftantly. [Exit 

SCENE II. Tie Gard n. Enter Lovego d an Mrs. Wiſely. 

Lee. I cannot be eaſy, I muſt ſettle ſomething upon her. 

Mrs. Wiſe. Be icve me, Mr. Lovegold, it is unn« c-tiiry ; when 


you die you will leave your wife very well provided for. 


Love. Indeed I have known ſeveral lawſuits happen on theſe 
accounts; and the whole has been thrown away in diſputing to 
wh.ch party it belonged. I ſha'l not fleep in my grave while a 
fer of villanous lawyers are dividing the little roncy I have 
among them. | 

Mrs. Wife. I know this old fool is fond encu2h now to come 


tony terms; but it is i truſting him: violent paſſions can ne- 


ver laſt long at his years. [A/ide. 
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Love. What are you conſidering ? 
Mrs, Wife, Mr. Lovegold, I am ſure, knows the world too 
well to have the worſe opinion of any woman for her prudence ; 
therefore I muſt tell you, this delay of the match does not at all 
pleaſe me: it ſeems to argue your inc inatiou abated, and ſo it 
is beiter to let the treaty end here. My daughter has a very 
good offer now, wt ich were ſhe to refute on your account the 
would make a very ridicuious figure in the world after you had 
left her. | 

Lowe. Alas, madam ! I love her better than any thing almoſt 

upon the face of the earth; this delay is to fecure her a good 


jointure; I am not worth the money the world ſays; I am not, 


indec d. 8 | 

Mrs. Wife, Well. fir, then there can be no harm, for the ſa- 
faction boti of her mind and mine, in your ſigning a ſmall con- 
nat, wh ch can be prepared immediately. | 

Love. What ſignifics ſigning maciam ! 

Mrs. Hiſ-. | fee, tir, you don't care for it, ſo there is no harm 
done; and reully this other is fo very advantageous an offer, that 
I don't know whether I ſhall nut be blamed for refuſing him on 
any account. ; 

Leue. Nay, but be not in haſte; what would you have me fign ? 

Mrs. V /-. Oaly to perform your pronite of marriage. 

L we. Well, well, kt your lawyer draw it up then, a1d mine 
ſhall look it over. | 

Mrs. Wijz. I believe my lawyer is in the houſe; I'll go to him 
and get it done inſtantly, and then we will give this gent eman 
a final an{wer. faffurc you he is a very advantageous offer. [ Fæit. 

Live. As | intend to marry this girl, there can be no harm in 


ſigning the contract, her lawyer draus it, fo 1 ſhal! be at no 


expeuce; for I can get mine to look it over for nothing. 1 
ſhould have done very wiſely, indeed, to have entitled her te 
a third of my fortune, whereas I will not make her jointure 
above a tenth. I proteſt it is with ſome difficu ty that I have 


prevailed with my ſelf to put off the match; I am more in love, 


I find, than I ſuſpected. 
| Enter Lappet. 


Lap. Oh, unhavpy miſerable creature that J am! what hail. 


I do? whither ſhall Igo? ; 
Love. What's the matter, Lappet ? 


Lap. To have been innocently aſſiſting iu betray ing ſo good a 


man ! ſo good a waſter; ſo good a friend? 
Love. Lappet, I ſay. 
Lap. I ſhall never forgive myſelf; I ſhall never out'ive it; 
I ſhall never eat, dituk, lei p [ Runs ag unſt bim. 
Love. One would think you were walking in your ſlecp now. 
What can be the meaning of this ? 
Lab. Oh, tir !—you are undone, fir! and I am undone ! 
Laue. How! what! has any one robbed me? have I loſt 
any thiag ? | | 
Lap. No, fir ; but you have got ſomething, 
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off the match for a few years. 


even yourſelf : for, fir, during a whole fortnight, ſince you 


Love. What what? | 

Lap. A wife, fir. | 

Love. No, I have not yet—but why —— 
Lap. How, fir! are you not married ? 

Lowe. No. ; 

Lap. That is the happieſt word I ever heard come ont e 
your mouth. . 

Laue. I have, for ſome particular reaſons put off the match. 
for a few days. FS 

Lap. Yes, fir; and for ſome particular reaſons you ſhall put 


Lowe. What do you ſay? | | 

Lap. Oh, fir! this affair has almoſt determined me never to 
engage in matrimonial matters _ I have been finely de- 
ceived in this lady! I told you, fir, ſhe had an eſtate in a cer- 
tain country; but I find it is all a cheat, fir; the devil of any 
eſtate has ſhe. 

Love. How, not any efiate at all! how can ſhe live then ? 

Lap. Nay, fir, heaven knows how half the people in this 
town live. | | 

Love. However, it is an excellent good quality in a woman to 
be able to live without an eſtate. She that can make ſomething 
out of nothing, will make a little go a great way. I am ſorry 
ſhe has no fortune; but conſidering all her ſaving qualities, 
La — 

+4 All an impoſiticn, fir; ſhe is the moſt extravagant 
wretch upon earth. 

Love. How, how, extravagant? i 6 

Lap. I tell you, fir, the is downright extravagance itſelf. 

Leue. How was it poſſible for you to be deceived in her? 

Lap. Alas, fir ! ſhe would have deceived any one upon earth, 


have been in love with her, ſhe has made it her whole buſineſs 
to conceal her cxtravagance, and apprar thrifty. | 
Love. That is a good ſign though, Lappet, let me tell you, 
that is a good ſign: right habits, as well as wrong, are got by 
affecting them; and ſhe who could be thrifty a whole fortnight, 
gives lively hopes that ſhe may be brought to be fo as long as 
the hives. | 
Lap. She loves play to diſtraction; it is the on'y viſible way 
ſhe has of a living, | | 
Love She mutt win then, Lappet ; and play, when people 
play the beſt of the game, is no ſuch very bad thing. Beſides, 
as the plays only to ſupport herſelf, when ſhe can be ſupported 
without it, ſhe may leave it off. 
Lop. To ſupport her extravagance in dreſs particularly; why, 
don't you ſee, fir, the is dre ſſed out to day like a princeſs ? 
Love. It may be an effect of prudence in a young woman te 
dreſs in oi der to get a huſband; and as that is apparently her 
E44 
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motive, when ſhe is married that motive ceaſes + and, to fay the 
truth, ſhe is in diſcourſe a very prudent young woman. 

Lap. Think of her extravagance, | 

Love. A woman of the greateſt modeſty. 

Lap. And extravagance. | 

Love. She has really a very fine ſet of teeth. 

Lap. She will have all the teeth out of your head, 

Love. I never ſaw tiner eyes. 

Lap. She will cat you out of houſe and home. 

Love. Charming hair. | 

Lap. She will ruin you. 

Love. Sweet kiſſing lips, ſwelling breaſts, and the fineſt ſhape 


that ever was embraced. [ Catching Lappet in his arms. 


Lab. Oh, fir! I am not the lady—Was ever ſuch an old 
goat !——Weil, fir, I fee you are determined on the match, and 
to I deſire you would pay me my wages. I cannot bear to ſee 
the ruin of a family, in which I have lived ſo long, that I have 
contracted as great a friendſhip for i as if it were my own; I 

n't bear to fee waſte, riot, and extravagance; to fee all the 
wealth a poor, honeſt, irduftrious gentleman has been raiſing all 
his life-t.me, ſquandered away in a year or two, in feaſts, balls, 
muſic, cards, clothes, jewels—Irt would break my heart.to ſee 
my poor old maſter cat out by a {ctof fingers, fiddlers, miliiners, 
mantua- makers, mercers, toymen, jewellers, fops, cheats, rakes 
-—to ſee his guineas fly about like duſt, all his ready money paid 
in one morning to one tradeſman, his whole fiock in the funds 
ſpent in one half year, all his land ſwallowed down in another, 
all his old gold, nay, the very plate he has had in his family 


time out of mind, which has deſcended from father to fon ever 


fince the flood. What will they have next, I wonder, when 
they have had all that he is worth in the world, and left the 


poor old man without any thing to furnith his old age u ich the 


neceſſarics of life Will they be contented then? or will they 
tear out his bowels, and eat them too! [Ho bu ff into ie s.] 
The laws are cruel to put it in the power of a wife to ruin her 
huſband in this manuer— And will any one tell me, that ſuch a 
woman as this is handſome ?— M hat are a pair of ſhining eves, 


when they muſt be bought with the loſs of all one's thining old 


gold? 

Love. Oh, my poor old gold! 

Lap. Perhaps ſhe has a fine ſet of teeth. 

Love. My poor plate, that I have hoarded with ſo much 
care | . 

Lap. Or I'Il grant ſhe may have a mot beautiful ſhape. 

Love. My dear lands and tenements ! 

Lap. Whit are rofes on her cheeks, or lilies in her neck? 

Love. My poor India bonds, bearing at leaſt three and a half 
per cent. 

Lap. A fine excuſe, indeed, when a man is ruined by his wife, 


to tell us he has married a beauty. 
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will but give me leave to reaſon with you, you will not find 
yourſelf ſo much injured as you imagine. 

Lv Not iajured ! when vou have ſtolen away mv blood? 

Cl-r. Your blood is not fallen into bad hands; I ain a gentle- 
man, fir. | 

Leu Here's impudence! a fellow robs me, and tells me he is 
a gentleman—Tell me who tem pted you to it. 

Cler. Ah, fir! need 1 ſay—love. 

Love. Love! p 

Cler. Yes, love, fir. 

Leue. Very pretty love, indeed; the love of my guineas. I 
don't queſtion, tir, the very great aſſection on your fide ; but I 


believe I ſhall find methods to recover 


Cler. By Heavens I'll die in defending my right! and if that 
were the caſe, think not when I am gone, you ever could poſ- 
ſeſs what you have robbed me of. 

Lowe. Ha | that's true; he mar find ways to prevent the re- 
ſtoring it. Well, well, lat me deliaht my eyes at leaſt ; let me 
tee my treaſure, and perhaps I may give it you, perhaps I may. 

Cler. To thew vou, fir, the confidence | plage in you, I will 
fetch hither all that I love and adore. 0 Exit. 

Lov”, Sure never was ſo impudent a fellow to confeſs his 
robbery before my face, and deſire to keep what he has ſtolen 
as it he had a right to it. | 
| Enter Lappet. 

Love. Oh, Lappet ! what's the matter ? 

Lap. Oh fir! I am ſcarce able to tell you. It is ſpread about 
the Town that vou are marricd, and your wife's creditors are 
coming in whole fecks. There is one fing'e debt for five thou- 
ſand pounds, whi. h an a: torney is without to demand. 

L2ve. Oh! oh! oh ! let them cut my throat. 

Lap. Think what an eſcape you have had! think if you had 
married he 

Love. I am as bad as married to her. 

Lap. It is impoſible, Sir; norhing can be ſo bad : what you are 
to Pay her ten thouſand pour. ds, Well—and ten thouſand pounds 
are a ſum; they are a um [ own it—they are a ſum ; but what 


is ſuch a ſum compared with ſuch a wife? had you married her, 


in one week yuu would have been in a priſon, Sir 

Leve. If I am I can kcep my money; they can't take that 
from me. | | | 

Lap. Suppoſe, fir, it were poſſible, (net that I believe it is) 
but ſuppoſe it were poilible to make her abate a little; ſuppote 
one could bring her to eight thouſand — 

Lov?. Fight theuſand devils take her 

Lap, But, dear, fir ! conſider, nay, conſider immediately, for 
every minute vou loſe you loſe a ſum Let me beg you, cntreat 
you, my dear good. maſter ! let me prevail on you, not to be 
ruined. Be reſolute, fir ; conſider every guinea you give ſaves 
you a ſcore. | : 

Live, Well, if ſhe will conſent to, to, to, eight hundred 
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But try, do try, if you can make her bate any thing of that 

if you can, you ſhall have a twentieth part of what ſhe 'bates 

for yourſelf. en 
Lap. Why, fir, if I could get you off at eight thouland, you 

ought to leap out of your ſkin for Joy 
Luc. Would I were out of my ſkin. 

Lap. You will have more reaſon to wiſh fo when you are in 
the hands of bailiffs for your wife's debts— 

Lowe. Why was 1 begotten! why was I born! why was I 
brought up! why was I not knocked o' th head before 1 knew 
the value of money. 

Lap. [knocking without.) So, ſo, more duns, I ſuppoſe—Go 

but into the kitchen, fir, or the hall, it will have a better effect 
on 2 than all I can fay. GO 
e. What have I brought myſelf to! what ſhall I do !— 
Part with eight thouſand pounds! miſery, deſtruction, beggary, 
priſons ! But then on che cther fide are wife, ruin, chains, fla- 
very, torment ! I ſhall run diſtracted either way. [ Ext, 
ap. Ah! would we could once prove you fo, you old co- 
vetous good - for- nothing. 
Enter Mariana. 

Mar. Well, what ſu ceſs 

Lap. It is impofiible to tell; he is juſt gone into the kitchen, 
where if he is not frightened into ouc defign I ſhall begin to 
deſpair. They ſay fear will make a coward brave, but nothing 
can make him generous; the very fear of loſing all he is worth 
will ſcarce bring him to part with a penny. : 

Mar. And have you acquainted neither Frederick nor Harriet 
with my intentions? - 

Lap. Neither, I aſſure you. Ah, madam, had I not been 
able to have | ept a ſecret I had never brought about thoſe af- 
fairs that I have: were I not ſecret, Lud have mercy upon ma- 
ny a v rtuous woman's reputation in this town. | 

Mar. And don't you thick I have kept my real intentions 
very ſecret? 

Lap. From every one but me I believe you have: I aſſure 
you I knew them lung before you ſent for me this afternoon to 
diſcover them to me. | 

Mur. But could you bring him to no terms, no propoſa's ? 
did he make no offer? 

Lap. It muſt be done all at once, and while you are by. 

Mar. So you think he muſt ſee me, to give any thing to be 
rid of me. 

Lap. Huſh, huſh ! I hear him coming again. 

3 Fnter Lovegold. 

Love. I am undone ! 1 am uadone! I am eat up! I am de- 
voured ! I have an army of cooks in my houle ! 

Lap. Dear madam H conſider ; I know eight thouſand pounds 
are a trifle ; I know they are nothing; my maſier can very well 
afloid them; they will make no hole in his purſe; and if you 
ſhould ſtand cut you will get more. 
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ww, [putting is dun hefere Lappet's mouth.] You lie, you 
hne, +04 te, you he: ſhe never couid get more, never 
get more it is more than I am worth; it is an immenſe 
and 1 wit] be ſtarved, drowned, ſhot, hanged, burat, be- 
T part with a peuny of it. 
4%. For Heav.n's fake, fir, you will ruin all Madam, 
ze beg you, entreat you, to *bate theie two thoutand pounds. 
joſe a lawſuit ſhould be the conſequence, I know my maſ- 
ould be caſt: I know it would coſt him an immenie ſum 
joney, and that he would pay the charges of both in the 
but you might be kept out of it a long time. Eight thou- 
pounds now are bettex than ten five years hence. 
ſar. No; the fatisfaftion of mv revenge on a man who 
ly departs from his word, wi.l make me amends for the de- 
and whatever I tuter, as long as L know his ruin will be 
onſequence, I ſhall be eafy. 
e. Oh, bloody-minded wretch! | 
ah. Why, br, ſince the infit's on it, hat does it ſignify ? 
know you are in her power, and it wil! be only throwing 
y more money to be compelled to it at laſt ; get id of her at 
: what are two thouſand pounds? who, hr, the Court of 
cery will eat it up for a breaktaſt : it has been given for a 
refs, and will you not give it to be rid of a wite ? 

[They wiſper—Lovegold and Lappet ta apart, 
ove. How | aad will you ſwear a robbery againſt her? that 
obbed me of what I ſhall give her? | f 
ap. Depend on it, fir. | 
ve. III break open a bureau to make it look the more 
ly. | 
ap. Do io, fir; but loſe no time; give it her this moment. 
am, mx maſter has con'ented, and if you have the contract, 
ready to pay the money. Le ſure to break open the bu- 
, fir. | [ A/tde. 
ar. Here is the contract. 
ve, I'll fetch the money :—it's all I am worth in the 
Id. [Ext. 
ar Sure he wi'l never be brought to it yet. 

4. I warrant him: but you are to pay Yearer for it than 
imagine, for I am to ſwear a obbery againſt you. What 
you give me, madain, to buy of my evidence ? 

lan. And is it pultivle that the old rogue would conſent to 
2 villany ? 

op. Ay, ma:ilam; for half that ſum he would hang half 
town. But truly I can never be made amcnds for al! the 
5 I hav taken n your a-count, Were Ito receive a ſingle 
ca a ic for every one LI have told tis day, it would make 
2 pretty tolerable fortune. , Ah, madam, what a pity it is 
t 2 woman uf my exce-lent talents ſnould be confined to ſo 
2 ſphere of life as I am! had 1 been born a great lady, 
it a deal of good ſhould I have done in the world! 


which you have not. But were I to reſign over my'e! 
would hardly be the man's fortune to ſtarve whoſe wife hr 
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: | no one 

Love. Here, here they are—all in bank notes—all the mf muſt h 
Jam worth in the world (I have ſent for a conſtable will go 
muſt not go out of ſight before we have her taken imo ſervant 
tod y. | | [Afi le to L. people 
Lap. [To Lovegold.] You have done very wiſely. bave tl 


Mar. There, fir, is your contract. And now, fir, If don't f 
nothing to do but to make myſelf as happy as I can in mj 

Ent r Frederick, Clerimont, and Harriet. | 

Lowe. Where is that you promiſed me? — where ih M. 


treaſure ? two bee 
Cler. Here, fir, is all the treafure I am worth; a tre Fun 
which the whole world's worth ſhould not pw chafc. both in 
Love. Give me the money, fir, give me the money; Mrs. 
give me the money you ſtole from me. alterati, 
Cler, } underftand you not. h Mar. 
Love. Did you not confent you robbed me of my treaſu any one 
Cler. This, fir, is the ineſtimable treaſure I meant! it, ever 


daughter, ſir, has this day bleſt me by mal ing me her huſiſendure 
Love. How! oh, wicked vile wretch ! to run away thus p,,,, 
a pitiful mean fellow, thy farher's clerk ! poſſibili 
Cl:r. Think not your family diſgraced, fir! I am at flat jeag 
your equal born; and though my fortune be not fo largeſof the f 
for my deareſt Harriet's ſake I wi'h, yet till it is ſuch asY a4, 
put it out of your power to make us miſerable. T have 1 
Love. Oh! my money, my money my money vorn OL 
Fred. If this lady does not make you amends for the |) eople c 
your money, reſipn over all pretenſions in her to me, and IV Fra 
engage to get it reſtored to you. Vento 
ove. How, f:rrah ? are you a confederate? have you he Quid 

to rob me ? 
Fred. Softly, fir, or you ſhall never ſee your guineas agi Mar. 
Love. I refign her over to you entirely, and may you rdered 
ſtarve together! ſo go fetch my gold KB Sar. 1 
M. You are eahly prevailed upon, I ſee, to reſign 2 Wneg pa 
Mar. 


Ings wi 
Spar K. 
ou thei 


him ten thouſand pounds. 
Love. Bear witneſs ſhe has confeſs'd ſhe has the money, 
I ſhall prove ſhe ſtoic it from me. She has broke open mz 
reau; Lappet is my evidence. 
Lab. 1 hope I ſhall have all your pardons, and particu 
your's, madam, whom I have moſt injured. | 
love. A fig for her pardon! you are doing a right action 
Lap. Then if there was any robbery, you muſt have rol 
ourſelf. Thſz ady can only be a receiver of ſtolen goods 
ia you give her the money with your own hands. 


Love, How ! II you! what! what! Love. 

Lap. And I muſt own it, with ſhame I muſt own it— that more 
money you gave her in exchange for the contract I promi Mar. 
ſu exc ſhe had ſtolen from you, Tings 
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no one. The villain muſt have watched his time carefully; ha 

ul the mf muſt have done it while 1 was ſigning that damn'd contract. 7! 

onſtable will go to a juſtice, and have all my houſe put to their oaths, my 

en Inno ſervants. my children, my miſtreſs, and myſelf too; all th 

le to La people in the houſe, and in the fireet, and in the town, I wil 

—— have them att executed; I will hang all the world, and if } 

„ fir, II don't find my woney Iwill hang myſelf afterwards. 

n in m ACT V. SCENE I. The Hull. 

et. ; Enter Mariana, Furniſh, and Mrs. Wiſely, 

where if Mr. You will take care, Mr. Furniſh, and let me have the, 
two beds with the utmoſt expedition. 

1; a tre Furn. I ſhall take particular care, Madam; I ſhall put the- 


fc. both in hand to-morruw morning. | 
* Mrs. Wiſe. I proteit, child, I can't fee any reaſon for th 
alteration. | 


Mar. Dear mamma! let me have my will. There is n. 
iy treatui any one thing in the whole houſe that I ſhal be able to leave i 
ieant * it, every thing has ſo much of antiquity about it, and I cann«. 
her huſ'Y endure the ſight of any thing that is not pei fectly modern. 
vay thus Furni/h. Your lady ſhip is in the right, madam; there is n 
poſſibility of being in the taſhion without new furniihing a hou! 
at leaſt once in twenty years; and indecd-to be at the very to, 
f the faſhion you will have need of almoſt continual! alterations 
Mrs. Mf. That is an extravagance IVO never ſubmit to: 
have no notion of deſtroy ing one's goods before they are halt 
Norn out, by following the ridiculous winms of two or three 
for the [ol cople of quality. | 
me, and 1 Fruit. Ha! ha! madam, I belicve her lad \ ſhip is of a dif- 
Fent opinion—lI hive many a ſet of goods entirely whole that 
ve you he wouid be very loathi to put into your hands, 
Euter Satin and Sparkle. 

Mar. Oh, Mr. Satin! have you brought thoſe gold ſtuffs I 
rdered vou? 

Sat. Yes, madam, I have brought your ladyſhip ſome of the 
neſt patterns that were ever made. 

Mar. Well, Mr. Sparkle, have you the necklace and ear- 
Ings with you? . | | 
%ark. Yes, madam, and I defy any jeweller in town to ſhew 
ou their equals ; they are, I think, the fineſt water I ever ſaw; 
ey are finer than the Ducheſs of Glitter s, which have been ſo 
uch admired: J have brought you a ſolitaire too, madam ; 
ly Lady Rattle bought the fellow of it yeſterday. 
Aar. Sure it has a flaw in it, fir. t 
ight e art. Has it, madam ? then there never was a brilliant with - 
aft have g one! I am fure, madam, I bought ir for a good ſtone, and 


I am at 
t ſo large 
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olen good it be not a good ſtone, you ſhall have it for nothing. 
ands. Enter Lovegold. 

; Love. It's loſt, it's gone, it's irrecoverable; I ſhall never ſee 
wn ir—that more! | 
*I prom” Fl Mar. And what will be the loweſt price of the necklace and 


Tings 3 | 
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Spark. If you were my ſiſter, madam, I could not bate yo 
one farthing of three thouſand guineas. | 

Love. What do you ſay of three thouſand guineas, villain! 
have you my three thouſand guineas ? | 

Mrs. Wiſe. Bleſs me, Mr. Lovegold! what's the matter ? 

Love. I am undone ; I am ruined ! my money is ſtolen ! m3 
dear three thouſand guineas that I received but yeſterday art 
taken away from the place I had put them in, and I mall neve 
ſee them again 

Mar. Don't let them make you uncaſy, you may poſſibly ref 
cover them; or if you ſhould not, the loſs is but a trifle, 

Leue. How ! a trifle! do you call three thouſand gumeas 4 
trifle! _ 

Mrs. W.je. She ſces you fo diſturbed that ſhe is willing to mak 


as light of your joſs as poilible, in erder to comfort you. 


Leue. Jo comfort me ! can ſhe comfort me by calling thr 
thouſand guineas a trifle * But tell me, what were you ſaying q 
them? have you feen them? | 

Spark. Really, fir, I do not underſtand you; I was telling t 
lady the price of a neck ace and a pair of car-r.ngs, which wei 
as cheap at three thouſand guineas as | 

Love. How? what? what? ; 

Mar. I can't think them very cheap; however, I am refolve 
to have them; ſo let him have the money, fir, if you pleaſe, þ 

Le. I am in a dream 

Mar. Lou will be paid immediately, ſir. Well, Mr. Sati 
and pray what is the higheſt priced gold ſtuff you have brough 

Sal. Madam, I have one of twelve pounds a- yard. 

Mar. It muſt be pretty at that p ice; let me have a gown a! 


petticoat cut eff, 


Lzve. You ſha l cut off my head firſt. What are you doing 
are you mad? [wi 

Mar. I am only preparing a proper dreſs to appear in as y 

Love. Sirrah, offer to open any of your pickpocket trink« 
here, and I'll make an example of you. ; | 

Mar. Mr. Lovegold. give me leave to tell you this is a bel 
viour I don't underſtand : you give we a fine pattern bef{ 
marriage of the uſage I am to expect after it. | 

Love. Here are fine patterns ot what I am to expect after 

Mar. I aſſure you, fir, I ſha'l inſiſt on a'l the privileges off 
Engliſh wife: I ſhall nor be taught tu dreſs by my huſband 
am myſelf the beſt judge of what you can aford; and f! 
ſtretch your purſe a little, it js for your honour, fir : the wc 
will Know it is your wife that makes ſuch a figure. 

Love. Can you bear to hear this, madain ? 4 

Mrs. Wiſe. I ſhould not countenance my daughter in any 
travagance fir; ſhe will never run you into unneceſſary 
pences; fo far from it, that if 5ou wi | but gencrouſly make 
a preſent of five thouſand pounds to fit herſelf out at fri 
clothes and jewels, I dare ſwear you will nut have any ot 
demand on thoſe accounts—I don t know when. 
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Mar. No, unleſs a birthnight ſuit or two, I ſhall ſcarce want 
any thing more this twelvemonth. | 
Love. I am undone, plundered, murdered ! however, there 


is one comfort, I am not married yet. 


Mar. And free to chooſe whether you will marry at all or no. 
Mrs. Wife, The conſequence, you know, will be no more than 


a poor ten thouſand pounds, which is all the forfeiture of the 


breach of contract. 5 

Love But, madam, I have one way yet; I have not hound 
my heirs and executors, and ſo if I hang myſelf I am off the 
bargain— In the mean while I'll try if I cannot rid my houle of 
this neſt of thieves—Get * * my doors ye cut - purſes. 

Spark, Pay me for my jewels, fir, or return em me. 

Love. Give him his baubles, give them him. 

Mar. I ſhall not, I affure you. You need be under no ap- 
prehenſion, fir ; you ſee Mr. Lovegold is a little difordered at 
preſent, but if you will come to morrow you ſhall have your 

Spark. I'll depend on your — wa money. 

Love. Who the devil are you? what have you to do here. 

Furn/h. T am an upholſterer, fir, and am come to new fur- 
niſh your houſe. | | 

Love. Out of my doors this inſtant, or I will disfurniſh your 
head for you; I'll bcat out your brains. 

Mrs. W:ſe. Sure, fir, you are mad. 

Lowe. I was when I ſigned the contract, 
ver learnt to write my name | 

Mir. I ſuppoſe, fir, you expect to be finely ſpoken of abroad 
for this; you will get an excellent character in the world by 
this behaviour. | 

Mrs. W fe. Is this your gratitude to a woman who has refu- 
ſed fo much better offers on your account? | 

Leue. Oh, would ſh: had taken them ! Give me up my con- 


Oh that I had ne- 


tract, and I will gladly reſign all right and title whatſoever. 


M-:;. Wiſ-. It is too late now, the gentlemen have had their 


anſwers? a good offer once refuſed, is not to be had again. 


Enter Servant. 


Serv. Madam, the tailor whom your lad yſhip ſent for, is come, 


Mar. Bid him come in- This is an inſtance of the regard I 
have for you. I have ſent for one of the beſt tailors in town to 
make you a new ſuit of clothes, that you may appear like a 
gentleman ; for as it is for your honour that I ſhould be well 
drefled, fo it is for mine that you thould. Come, madam, we 
will go in and give farther orders concerning the entertainment. 

[Exeunt Mrs. Wiſely and Mariana. 
Enter Liſt. 

Live. Oh, Lappet, Lappet! the time thou haſt propheſied of 
is come to paſs. 

L. I am your honour's moſt humble ſervant. My name is 


Lift: I preſume I am the perſon you ſent for—The laceman 


wil! be here immediately. Will your honour be pleaſed to be 
taken meaſure of firſt, or look over the patterns? if you pleaſe 
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we will take meaſure firſt. I do not know, fir, who was ſo kind | 


as to recommend me to you, but I believe I thall give vou en- 
tire ſatisfaCtion. I may defy any tailor in England to underſtand 
the faſhion better than myſelf; the thing is impoſſible, fir. I al- 
ways viſit France twice a year; and though I ſay it, that ſhouid 
not ſay it—Stand upright, if you pleaſe, ft. — 

Love. IIl take meaſure of your back, firrah—T'll teach ſuch 
2 pockets as you are to come here Out of my doors, you 
villain. | 

Lift. Heyday, fir! did you ſend for me for this, fir ?—[T ſhall 
bring you in a bill without any clothes. | (Exit. 

| vw Fntcr Lappet. | 


Lap. Where is my poor mi ſter? Oh, fir, I cannot expreſs the 


aſlition I am in to fee you devoured. in this manner. How 
could you, fir, when. I told you what a woman ſhe was, how 
could you undo yourſelf with your eyes open? 
Leue. Poor Lappet ! had I taken your advice I had been happy. 
Lap. And I too, fir ; for alack-a-day ! I am as mifcrabie a! 
you are; I feel every thing for you, fir ; indced I ſhall break. 
my hearr on your account. | 
L ve. I thall be much ob'iged to you if 1 ou do, Lappet. 
Lap. How could a man of your ſenſe, fir, marry in ſo preci 
Pitate a manner? | 
Lou. Lam not married; I am not married, 
Lap. Not married ! 
Lide. No, no, no. 
Lap. Alls ſafe yet. No man ie quite undone till he is married. 


L ve, T am, I am undone. Oh, Lapp-t ! I cannot tell it thee $ 


I have given her a bond, a bond, a bond, of ten thouſand pounds 
to marry her. ; | 
Lab. You ſhall forfeit it. 
Leue. Forfeit what? my life, and ſoul, and blood, and heart 
Lap. You ſhall forfeit it. | 
Laue. I'll be buried alive ſooner : no, I am determined [ll 
marry her firſt, and hang myſelf afterwards to fave my money. 
Lap. I ſee, fir, you are undone ; and if you ſhould hang your- 
ſelf I could not blame you. 
Love. Could I but fave one thouſand by it I would hang my- 
ſelf with all my foul. Shall I live to die not worth a groat ? 
Lap. Oh, my poor maſter ! my poor maſter ! [ Crying. 
Leue. Why did I not die a year ago ! what a deal had I fa- 
ved by dying a year ago! [A nf” wthout.] Oh! oh! dear 
Lappet! ſee what it is; I ſhall be undone in an hour—Oh ! 
Entry Clerimont r:: kiy wrifſed. 
L:we. What is here — ſome of rhe people who are to eat me 
Cler. Don't you know me, fir? | [up? 
L:we. Know you ! ha! what is the meaning of this ?—Oh, 
it is plain, it is too plain; my money has paid for all this finery 
Ah, baſe wretch ! could I have ſuſpected you of ſuch an action 


of lurking in my houſe to uſe me in {uch a manner? 


Sir, I am come to confeſs the fact to you; and if you 
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Cler, Is it poſſible Mr. Lovegold could be capable of ſuch 
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action as: this : 


Laue. I am nndone, undone, undone ? 


»kind | Fd. No, fir, your three thouſand guineas are ſ:fe yet; de- 
bu en- pend upon it within an hour you ſhall find them in the ſame 
rſtand place they were firſt depoſited. | e 
Ial- | Love. Give em me, give em me this inſtant—but then the 
ſhould ten thouſand, where are they? 

Mar. Where they ought to be, in the hands of one who I 
h ſuch hink deſerves them. [Gives them to Frederick. ] You ſee, fir, 
s, YOU had no deſign to the prejudice of your family: nay, I have 

Sees roved the belt friend you ever had; for I preſume you are now 
.F ſhall horoughly cured of your longing for a young wife. 
(Exit. Love. Sirrah ! give me my notes, give me my notes. 
8 Fred. Vou mult excuſe me, fir; I can part with nothing I 

reſs the fecei ce fiom this lady. : | | | 

How | Love. Then I will go to law with that lady and you, and all 
s, how ff you; for I will have them again if law or juſtice, or injuſtice, 

11] give them me. | 

happy. Cr. Be pacitied, fir; I think the lady has acted nobly in 
rabile a: Þving that back again into your family which ſhe might have 
l break. Þrried out of it. 

Lowe. My family be hanged ! If I am robbed I don't care 
et. ho robs me. I would as ſoon hang my fon as another—and [ 
o preci bang him if he does not reſtore me all I have loft : for I 

uld not give half the ſum to ſave the whole world I will 

and employ all the lawyers in town; for I will have my 
pney again, or never ſleep more. 5 [Exit. 

Fred. I am reſolved we will get the better of him now: but 
married. , Mariana! your generofity is much greater in beſtow ing this 
| it thee- In than my happineſs in receiving it: I am an unconſcionable 
pounds Bears and thall never be ſatisfied while you have any thing 

| beſtow. 
ar. Do you hear him—— 
id heart! Hlar. Yes, and begin to approve him——for your late beha- 
| ur has convinced me. | | 
nined I'll Mar. Dear girl! no more Sir, if I do beſtow all on you, 
money. e is the lady you are to thank for it. 
ang your- Lr. Well, this I wiil ſay, when you do a good-natured 
g you have the prettieſt way of doing it. And now, Ma- 
hang my- Pa, I am ready to atk your pardon for all I ſaid to day. 
groat ? Mar. Dear Harrict, no apologies ; all you ſaid I deſerved, 
[ Crying. | Enter Lappet and Ramilie. 
had I fa- Lag. Treaties are going on on both ſides while you and I 
oh! dear In forgotten. | 
Oh ! dam. Why, have we not done them all the ſervice we can ? 
at farther have they to do with us? ir, there are fone 
to eat me [ple in maſquerading habits without. 
ſup? Far. Some I ſent for to aſſiſt in my deſign on your father: 
is — Oh, Pink we will give them admittance, though we have done 
is finery aout'em. 
an a ction 


nd if you 
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Omncs, Oh! by all means. 
Fred. Mrs. Lappet, be affurcd I have a juſt ſenſe of your 
favours, and both you and Ramilie ſhall find my gratitude. 
[Dance here. 
Fred. Dear Clerimont ! be fatisfied I ſhall make no peace 
with the old gentleman in which you ſhall not be included, I 


hope my ſiſter will prove a fortune equal to your deſerts. 


Cler. While I am enabled to ſupport her in an affluence _ | 
to her deſires I ſhall deſire no more. From what I have ſeen 
lately, I think riches are rather to be feared than wiſhed ; at 
leaſt I am ſure avarice, which too often attends wealth, is a 
greater evil than any that is found in poverty. Miſery is gene- 
rally the end of all vice, but it is the very mark at which avarice 
ſeems to aim: the Miſer endeavours to be wretched ; 

He hoards eternal cares within his purſe, 

And what he wiſhes moſt proves moſt his curſe, 
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